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As  Robert  Raikes  walked  along  the 
streets  of  Gloucester  each  Sun- 
day, he  would  see  the  factory 
hands  at  play.  As  editor  of  the  Jour- 
nal, he  was  aware  that  eight  out  of 
ten  either  had  or  soon  would  have 
police  records  showing  imprisonment, 
that  they  worked  six  days  a  week  for 
more  than  72  hours,  and  that  they 
had  no  chance  for  academic  or  moral 
schooling  after  they  reached  six  years. 
These  factory  hands  were  the  chil- 
dren of  Gloucester,  England.  He 
heard  them  cursing  in  the  midst  of 
their  squalor,  and  their  voices 
reached  deep  inside  this  gentle  man. 
He  gathered  a  ragged  group  and  read 
to  them  from  their  "Father's  Book." 
He  warmed  their  souls  with  the  flame 
of  his  understanding. 

They  came  back  the  next  Sunday 
and  brought  others.  Without  intend- 
ing to,  he  had  started  a  movement 
that  would  number  a  quarter  of  a 
million  souls  in  five  years  and  many 
millions  in  the  years  to  come. 

Commemorating  the  founding  of 
the  Christian  Sunday  Schools  in  J.780, 
a  monument  to  Robert  Raikes  stands 
today  in  Toronto,  Canada.  On  it,  one 
finds  a  plea  to  our  modern  Sunday 
School  teachers:    "Go  Teach." 

-B.O.H. 
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"  F  can  easier  feac/i  twenty  what  were 
good  to  be  done  than  to  be  one  of 
the  twenty  to  follow  mine  own  teach- 
ing!' —Shakespeare. 

With  the  application  of  that  thought  in  mind, 
it  is  well  to  remember  the  parable  of  the  sower. 
Some  seeds,  Jesus  tells  us,  fell  by  the  wayside 
and  were  trampled  under  foot  or  devoured  by 
fowls.  Some  seeds  fell  on  the  rocks,  sprang  up, 
but  having  no  root,  died.  Other  seeds  fell  among 
thorns  and  thistles  which  choked  out  the  seed. 
But  some  seeds  fell  on  good  soil  and  brought 
forth  a  hundred  fold. 

The  disciples  asked  the  Savior  what  he  meant 
by  that  parable,  and  He  explained  to  them  that 
the  seed  is  the  word  of  God.  The  seed  by  the 
wayside  are  those  that  hear,  but  Satan  inter- 
venes and  deceives  and  misleads  them.  They 
on  the  rock  are  persons  who  receive  the  word 
gladly,  but  who  have  no  root,  and  when  tempta- 
tion comes,  fall  away.  The  seed  that  fell  among 
thorns  and  thistles  ^s  the  seed  that  falls  in  the 
hearts  of  men,  who,  when  they  have  heard,  per- 
mit it  to  be  choked  by  the  cares,  and  the  riches 
and  pleasures  of  life. 

But  the  seed  that  fell  in  good  soil  is  the  seed 
that  fell  in  the  hearts  of  righteous  men  who,  hav- 
ing heard  the  word,  keep  it  and  bring  forth  fruit 
abundantly. 

We  trust  that  all  our  teachers  fall  into  the 
fourth  class,  who  having  gladly  received  the 
word  of  God  cultivate  and  nurture  it  in  order  to 
bring  forth  a  rich  harvest. 

Three  Great  Responsibilities 

To  the  teachers  of  the  Church,  the  best  way 
to  achieve  this  is  to  discharge  at  least  three  great 
responsibilities.  The  first  is  the  responsibility  to 
set  a  proper  example.  Example  is  the  best  and 
most  effective  way  of  teaching.  Let  us  be  ex- 
emplary in  our  speech.  No  true  leader  of  the 
Church  will  ever  profane  the  name  of  Jesus, 
especially  in  the  presence  of  his  sons  or  in  the 
presence  of  any  other  young  people.  Profanity 
is  a  vice.  I  know  of  no  country  in  the  world 
where  that  vice  is  so  prevalent  as  here  in  the 
United  States.  The  Latter-day  Saints  are  not  free 
from  it.  Our  duty  is  to  set  a  proper  example  in 
reverence. 

We  can  set  a  proper  example  by  speaking 
well  of  others.  The  Lord  has  admonished  us  not 
to  engage  in  backbiting.    I  commend  that  sim- 


ple little  hymn,  too  seldom  sung,  "Nay,  Speak 
No  111."  {Hymns— Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Lat- 
ter-day Saints,  No.  116. ) 

"Nay,  speak  no  ill;  a  kindly  word 

Can  never  leave  a  sting  behind; 

And,  oh,  to  breathe  each  tale  we've  heard 

Is  far  beneath  a  noble  mind. 

Full  oft  a  better  seed  is  sown 

By  choosing  thus  the  kinder  plan, 

For,  if  but  little  good  is  known, 

Still  let  us  speak  the  best  we  can. 


"Then  speak  no  ill,  but  lenient  be 
To  others'  failings  as  your  own. 
If  you're  the  first  a  fault  to  see, 
Be  not  the  first  to  make  it  known, 
For  life  is  but  a  passing  day; 
No  lip  may  tell  how  brief  its  span; 
Then,  O  the  little  time  we  stay, 
Let's  speak  of  all  the  best  we  can." 

Another  worthy  example  is  exercising  self- 
control  —  controlling  our  temper  by  not  speaking 
angrily  in  the  home.  Let  calmness  be  character- 
istic of  our  home  life.  If  we  do  this,  we  shall  be 
setting  a  proper  example  to  the  world. 

The  Responsibility  of  Guardianship 

Second,  is  the  responsibility  of  guardianship, 
of  being  shepherds. 

One  of  the  last  and  one  of  the  most  impor- 
tant injunctions  that  Jesus  gave  his  Apostles, 
following  the  resurrection  was  —  "Simon,  son  of 
Jonas,  lovest  thou  me  .  .  .?"  and  Simon  an- 
swered: ".  .  .  Lord;  thou  knowest  that  I  love 
thee."  "Feed  my  lambs."  Jesus  said  to  him  the 
second  time:  "Simon,  son  of  Jonas,  lovest  thou 
me?"  ".  .  .  Feed  my  sheep."  (John  21:15,  16.) 

There  are  those  in  the  world  who  become  so 
absorbed  in  gaining  a  livelihood  and  so  inter- 
ested in  the  material  things  of  life  that  they  lose 
sight  of  the  importance  of  religious  ideals  and 
activity.  There  are  many  little  children  growing 
up  in  darkness,  unconscious  of  the  light,  un- 
taught and  untouched  by  religious  instruction. 
There  are  many  young  men  and  women  who 
wilfully  and  deliberately  choose  the  pathway  of 
indulgence,  which  grieves  the  Holy  Spirit  and 
leads  them  away  from  the  testimony  of  the  Gos- 
pel of  Jesus  Christ. 

It  is  a  great  mission,  the  greatest  in  the 
world,  to  reach  out  after  these  young  people,  to 
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extend  a  hand  to  the  child,  following 
Jesus'  injunction  to  Peter  to  bring 
the  lambs  into  Christ's  fold.  Indeed, 
there  are  few,  if  any,  activities 
greater. 

The  third  obligation  is  so  to  live 
that  we  may  merit  the  companion- 
ship and  guidance  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 
Such  guidance  is  a  reality.  Every 
officer  or  teacher  is  entitled  to  it  if 
he  lives  to  merit  it.  That  is  a  great, 
sublime  privilege  of  membership  in 
the  Church  of  Christ.  We  sometimes 
have  it,  but  do  not  heed  it.    I  am 


referring  to  myself  when  I  mention 
that,  for  I  nearly  lost  my  life  by  not 
heeding  it.  I  once  received  a  warn- 
ing just  as  distinct  as  anything  that 
has  ever  come  into  my  life.  "Go  up 
to  the  bridge  and  back."  When  I 
reached  the  bridge,  I  thought  we 
should  go  farther;  I  let  my  own  judg- 
ment supersede  inspiration;  and  if 
it  had  not  been  for  the  blessings  of 
the  Lord  following  the  accident,  I 
should  not  be  here  today. 

Be  True  to  Our  Responsibilities 

God  help  us  to  be  true  to  the  re- 


sponsibilities that  membership  and 
position  in  the  Church  of  Christ  en- 
tail. May  we  through  proper  ex- 
ample and  righteous  living  bring  in- 
to the  fold  every  child,  every  youth 
and  as  far  as  possible,  every  man 
and  woman,  for  there  is  not  one  who 
is  not  God's  child.  When  we  are 
thus  working,  we  are  carrying  out 
the  great  purpose  of  the  Almighty, 
the  very  purpose  for  which  he  es- 
tablished his  Church  on  earth,  name- 
ly, to  bring  to  pass  the  immortality 
and  eternal  life  of  man. 


She  Lives  Her  Teachings 


By  Virginia  Baker 


"Tve  already  written  to  the  Latter- 
day  Saint  Institute  of  Religion 
at  the  University  of  Southern  Cali- 
fornia," says  lovely  Lorna  Young, 
"so  I'll  be  able  to  start  attending 
Sunday  School  right  away  when  I 
get  down  there  to  school  this  fall." 

Lorna,  who  was  recently  named 
"Prettiest  Schoolgirl  in  the  United 
States,"  attributes  at  least  a  part  of 
her  success  to  the  fact  that  she  lives 
in  accordance  with  the  teachings 
she  received  in  Sunday  School. 

This  charming,  brown-eyed  de- 
scendent  of  Lorenzo  Dow  Young, 
brother  of  President  Brigham  Young, 
says,  "Although  I  was  not  the  only 
entrant  in  the  contest  who  did  not 
smoke  or  drink,  everyone  I  met 
there  respected  me  for  adhering 
strictly  to  the  standards  set  by  the 
Church." 


"L  have  had  a  number  of  oppor- 
tunities to  explain  the  Word  of  Wis- 
dom and  why  it  was  given,"  Lorna 
relates.  "One  man  was  surprised  to 
discover  an  18-year-old  girl  who 
could  talk  religion  on  an  adult  level, 
and  then  join  in  a  teen-age  conversa- 
tion. I  told  him  most  LDS  young 
people  can  do  the  same  thing.  I 
really  wish  he  could  came  to  Utah 
and  see  how  many  of  the  fellows  and 
girls  are  able  to  do  the  same  as  I 
did." 

Lorna  is  a  member  of  the  Cum- 
mings  Ward,  Wilford  Stake  in  Salt 
Lake  City.  She  was  winner  of  a 
national  contest  held  in  New  York 
and  sponsored  by  the  Palmolive- 
Colgate  Company.  As  a  finalist  she 
appeared  on  a  nationally  televised 
program. 

Lorna  gives  credit  for  her  ability 


LOVELY  LORNA  YOUNG 

Her  beauty  is  more  than  skin  deep. 

to  her  Church  training.  She  has  al- 
ways participated  in  class  discus- 
sions and  has  given  many  2%-min- 
ute  talks. 


THE   DESERET  SUNDAY  SCHDDL   UNIDN 

George  R.  Hill,  General  Superintendent; 
David  Lawrence  McKay,  First  Assistant  General  Superintendent;  Lynn  S.  Richards,  Second  Assistant  General  Superintendent; 
Wallace  F.  Bennett,  General  Treasurer;  Richard  E.  Folland,  General  Secretary 
MEMBERS  OF  DESERET  SUNDAY  SCHOOL  UNION  BOARD 


George  R.  Hill 
David  L.  McKay 
Lynn  S.  Richards 
Wallace  F.  Bennett 
Richard  E.  Folland 
A.  Hamer  Reiser 
Inez  Witbeck 
Lucy  G.  Sperry 
Marie  F.  Felt 
Gerrit  de  Jong,  Jr. 
Earl  J.  Glade 
Wendell  J.  Ashton 


A.  William  Lund 
Archibald  F.  Bennett 
Kenneth  S.  Bennion 
J.  Holm  an  Waters 
H.  Aid  o  us  Dixon 
Leland  H.  Monson 
Alexander  Schreiner 
Lorna  C.  Alder 
A.  Parley  Bates 
William  P.  Miller 
Ralph  B.  Keeler 
Vernon  J.  LeeMaster 


Claribel  W.  Aldous 
Eva  May  Green 
Melba  Glade 
Addie  L.  Swapp 
W.  Lowell  Castleton 
Henry  Eyring 
Carl  J.  Christensen 
Hazel  F.  Young 
Hazel  W.  Lewis 
Lowell  M.  Durham 
Florence  S.  Allen 
Beth  Hooper 


Wilford  M.  Burton 
Asahel  D.  Woodruff 
James  L.  Barker 
Reed  H.  Bradford 
Frank  S.  Wise 
David  A.  Shand 
Newell  B.  Weight 
Clair  W.  Johnson 
Delmar  H.  Dickson 
Clarence  Tyndall 
Norman  R.  Gulbrandss 
Wallace  G.  Bennett 


Addie  J.  Gilmore 
Camille  W.  Halliday 
Margaret  Hopkinson 
Mima  Rasband 
Edith  M.  Nash 
Marion  G.  Merkley 
Minnie  E.  Anderson 
Henry  Isaksen 
F.  Wayne  Roskelley 
Alva  H.  Parrv 
Bernard  S.  Walker 
Royden  G.  Derrick 


Adam  S.  Bennion  and  Hugh  B.  Brown,  Advisers  to  the  General  Board 


''Po  be  a  successful  father  or  a  sue-  /^od  often  comforts  us,  not  by 

cessful  mother  is  greater  than  to  ^J  changing  the   circumstances    of 

be  a  successful  general  or  a  success-  our  lives,  but  by  changing  our  at- 

ful  statesman.  titudes  toward  them. 

—Joseph  F.  Smith.  — S.  H.  B.  Masterman. 


|  ove  God,  and  he  will  dwell  with 
you.   Obey  God,  and  he  will  re- 
veal to  you  the  truth  of  his  deepest 
teachings. 

—Robertson. 
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THE    INSTRUCTOR 


is  there  a    CHALLENGE 
in  your  lessons? 


By  General  Superintendent  George  R.  Hill 


f\F  all  the  Sunday  School  teachers  I  had  throughout 

my  childhood  and  youth,  I  can  remember  only  two: 
one  was  a  middle-aged  father  who  thrilled  me  with  a 
love  of  and  for  Book  of  Mormon  characters,  the  other 
was  a  60-year-old  gray -haired  mother  who  loved  flowers 
and  boys.  She  had  the  largest  class  in  the  "little  Sun- 
day School"  in  Springville.  (I  don't  remember  a  time 
when  we  didn't  have  a  large  class.)  We  boys  loved  her, 
and  her  class  was  always  interesting. 

She  seemed  to  be  imbued  with  the  same  desire  and 
urgency  which  characterized  Brother  Richard  Ballan- 
tyne,  teacher  of  the  first  LDS  Sunday  School,  who 
said:  "I  felt  that  the  Gospel  was  too  precious  to  myself 
to  be  withheld  from  the  children;  they  ought  to  have 
the  privilege  of  Gospel  teaching;  and  that  was  the  main 
purpose,  to  teach  them  the  Gospel." 

Undoubtedly,  I  would  have  remembered  my  other 
Sunday  School  teachers  had  their  lessons  been  equally 
challenging. 

What  characterizes  a  well-taught  Sunday  School 
lesson?  What  should  it  do  for  and  to  the  class  mem- 
bers? When  is  a  Sunday  School  lesson  well  taught? 

Teach  Pupils  Rather  Than  Subjects 

Too  many  of  our  teachers  teach  subjects  rather 
than  pupils.  Preparation  ends  in  their  minds  when  they 
have  mastered  the  subject  matter  of  the  lesson.  Many 
even  resent  an  interruption  in  their  orderly  sequence 
of  facts  by  a  question  from  the  class.  They  stand  be- 
fore the  class  and  recite  the  lesson  often  in  very  orderly 
and  logical  style  but  to  a  passive  and,  therefore,  un- 
taught class.  Others  make  preparation  so  hurriedly 
that  they  fail  even  to  make  the  facts  of  the  lesson  their 
own. 

"We  teach  as  we  were  taught."  So  say  the  Columbia 
University  educators.  Perhaps  that  is  why  so  many 
teachers  use  the  lecture  method  so  exclusively  because 
they  have  not  been  taught  by  any  other  method. 

However,  it  is  possible  by  studying  such  texts  as 
Bennion's  Principles  of  Teaching  and  Wahlquist's 
Teaching  as  the  Direction  of  Activities  to  acquire  the 
fundamental  concepts  of  teaching  people  and  thus 
make  their  lessons  live.  (Both  texts  should  be  in  every 
Sunday  School  teacher's  library.)  When  teachers  pre- 
paring their  lessons  keep  in  mind  the  idiosyncrasies  and 
consequent  needs  of  each  pupil,  Sunday  School  lessons 
will  become  immediately  valuable. 

To  really  make  Sunday  School  lessons  go  to  the 
hearts  of  the  pupils  and  motivate  them  to  desired 
activities,  requires  a  different  kind  of  lesson  preparation 
than  most  Sunday  School  teachers  customarily  make. 


Such  preparation  must  be  broadened  to  include  definite 
plans  for  pupil  activity.  Not  only  must  the  teacher 
possess  a  command  of  appropriate  subject  matter,  but 
she  should  lead  the  students  to  see  the  objective.  She 
should  direct  their  activities  toward  its  ultimate  attain- 
ment. 

"The  lesson  is  more  than  subject  matter;  it  is  an 
adaptation  to  a  moral,  social  or  religious  issue,  or  to 
an  aspect  of  our  environment;  it  is  a  form  of  behavior; 
it  is  a  way  of  life,"  says  Dr.  Wahlquist. 

President  David  O.  McKay  has  said,  "As  long  as 
there  are  children  to  teach,  teachers  must  be  taught." 
Again  he  has  said,  "In  addition  to  his  belief  in  the 
efficiency  of  ethical  and  moral  precepts,  the  religious 
teacher  assumes  the  responsibility  of  leading  youth  into 
the  realm  of  spirituality.  His  duty  comporting  with  his 
pretention  and  profession  is  to  open  the  eyes  of  the 
blind  that  they  may  see  God." 

Knowledge  Does  Not  Imply  Virtue 

From  Wahlquist's  Teaching  as  the  Direction  of  Ac- 
tivities, we  read,  "Since  the  days  of  Socrates  many  have 
thought  (however  wrongly)  that  knowledge  implied 
virtue:  if  a  man  knew  the  facts,  he  would  act  in  ac- 
cordance with  his  knowledge,  it  was  presumed.  Con- 
sequently teachers  have  stressed  facts;  subject  matter 
has  been  accepted  as  the  starting  point  in  education— 
to  know  the  Ten  Commandments  is  to  be  virtuous,  to 
memorize  the  Beatitudes  is  to  act  Christ-like. 

"Too  often  teachers  and  pupils  merely  throw  sym- 
bols of  book  learning  back  and  forth  without  realizing 
that  subject  matter  is  valuable  only  in  so  far  as  it  leads 
to  the  formation  of  intelligent  attitudes.  These  attitudes, 
in  turn,  serve  as  controls  of  daily  conduct. 

"Psychologists  are  fully  agreed  children  learn  by 
virtue  of  their  own  experiences.  Teachers  are  inclined 
to  do  too  much  rather  than  too  little;  give  an  answer 
rather  than  wait  for  one. 

"Experiences  may  be  either  direct  or  vicarious.  A 
child  may  learn  honesty  by  listening  to  a  graphic  story 
of  'Honest  Abe  Lincoln,'  providing  his  interest  is 
aroused  and  maintained  throughout  the  recital,  and 
the  story  can  be  interpreted  in  terms  of  his  own  ex- 
perience." 

To  be  truly  interesting,  an  activity  must  be  chal- 
lenging. When  pupils  are  led  to  select  tasks,  plan 
methods  of  attack  and  are  allowed  some  freedom  in  the 
same,  teaching  is  effective. 

"And  I  give  unto  you  a  commandment  that  ye  shall 
teach  one  another  the  doctrine  of  the  kingdom."  ( Doc- 
trine and  Covenants  88:77.) 
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Seeing  them   ragged  and  dirty,  cursing  in  the  streets  of   Gloucester,   he 

attracted  them  with  Bible  stories  then  taught  them   not  to  offend  their 

Father  in  Heaven.   None  were  turned  away  from    .    .   . 
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Qne   dark   night  in   1780,    Robert 

Raikes,  editor  of  the  Journal  in 
Gloucester,  England,  found  his  way 
along  a  muddy  street  in  the  slums  of 
that  city.  He  was  appalled  by  what 
he  saw  —  ragged  children  fighting 
or  idling  in  the  midst  of  squalor  and 
dirt  and  poverty.  On  the  following 
Sunday,  he  returned  and  was  even 
more  oppressed  by  the  sight. 

Raikes  knew  that  children  of  that 
day  were  put  into  factories  and  ap- 
prentice shops  at  6  years  of  age,  and 
most  of  them  worked  12  hours  a 
day.  Eight  out  of  10  boys  had  been 
in  jail  before  they  were  20. 

One  Sunday  Raikes  gathered  a 
group  of  ragged  children  together, 
attracting  them  with  Bible  stories, 
which  they  had  never  heard.  He 
repeated  these  gatherings  every 
Sunday,  and  with  each  gathering  the 
group  became  larger.  There  was  no 
thought  in  his  mind  of  starting  a 
world  movement,  but  "Raikes' 
Ragged  School"  soon  spread  beyond 
the  borders  of  Gloucester. 

The  remarkable  interest  shown  by 
the  youngsters  and  their  parents  in 
what  Robert  Raikes  had  started  re- 

*From  Sunshine  Magazine,  volume  84,  page  7. 


To   Mrs.   King's  home  on  St.   Catherine's 

Street,  Raikes  brought  his  first  group  of  50 

boys.   Here  she  helped  to  teach  them  for 

a  shilling  each. 


suited  in  the  organization  of  "Sun- 
day Schools"  all  over  England,  Scot- 
land and  beyond.  John  Wesley,  a 
leader  in  religious  movements,  in- 
troduced singing  in  the  Sunday 
Schools  and  set  up  classes  by  ages 
which  made  the  gatherings  more 
specialized  and  even  more  attrac- 
tive. 

Within  five  years  Robert  Raikes' 
idea  had  grown  to  include  more 
than  250,000  children,  and  thou- 
sands of  adults  found  it  interesting 
and  profitable  to  associate  them- 
selves with  the  movement. 

Gathering  29  neighbor  children 
together  on  the  icy  morning  of  Dec. 
9,  1849,  Richard  Ballantyne  started 
the  first  Sunday  School  of  the 
Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter- 
day  Saints  in  Salt  Lake  City.  He 
wanted  to  share  his  knowledge  of 
the  precious  Gospel  with  children. 
This  was  the  first  Sunday  School  to 
be  held  in  the  Rocky  Mountains. 

From  what  began  as  "Raikes' 
Ragged  School"  eventually  devel- 
oped a  world-wide  movement  in 
which  millions  are  enrolled.  In 
Toronto,  Canada,  stands  a  statue  of 
Robert  Raikes  commemorating  the 
founding  of  the  Sunday  Schools  in 
Gloucester,  England,  in  1780.  It 
bears  the  injunction:  "Go  Teach." 


More  Eminent  as  a  Christian 

Editors  Note:  This  letter' was  recently 
received  by  Superintendent  George  R.  Hill 
from  President  A.  Hamer  Reiser  of  the 
British  Mission,  formerly  a  member  of  the 
General  Superintendency : 

fiN  the  way  from  Bristol  to  Liver- 
pool,  after  district  conference  in 
Bristol,  my  counselors  and  I  visited 
Gloucester,  the  home  of  Robert 
Raikes  and  the  first  Sunday  School 
in  the  British  Isles.  As  we  saw  his 
home  and  read  the  inscriptions  in 
the  great  cathedral,  I  thought  of  you 
and  our  colleagues  and  our  Latter- 
day  Saint  Sunday  School  "great 
men"  which  include:  Ballantyne, 
Cannon,  McKay,  Pyper,  Bennion. 


ROBERT  RAIKES 
He  was  a  Christian. 

The  following  is  the  inscription  in 
the  cathedral  to  Robert  Raikes: 

"To  the  memory  of  Reverend  Rob- 
ert Raikes  A.M.,  a  native  of  this 
city  eminent  from  his  youth  as  a 
scholar  but  still  more  eminent  as  a 
Christian.  His  unfeigned  meekness, 
his  unwearied  benevolence,  his  un- 
ceasing labors  exemplified  that  evi- 
dence of  industry  and  humility 
which  he  regarded  as  peculiarly 
characteristic  of  the  Christian  life. 
These  qualities  were  in  him  the 
more  conspicuous  because  he  main- 
tained for  nearly  60  years  under  the 
pressure  of  broken  health  and  con- 
tinued personal  suffering.  The  prin- 
ciple which  he  felt  avowed  as  the 
source  of  his  cheerful  submission 
and  ready  obedience  was  faith  in 
his  Redeemer  on  whose  merits  alone 
he  relied  for  acceptance. 

"He  was  released  from  his  labors 
( Concluded  on  opposite  page. ) 


On  Park  Street,  a  Sunday  School  for  girls 
was  later  established. 
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Editor's  Note:  If  you  have  a  question  on 
Sunday  School  procedure,  submit  it  to  your 
stake  or  mission  superintendency.  If  this 
superintendency  would  like  more  information  re- 
garding the  query,  then  it  should  be  directed  to: 
Question  Box,  The  Instructor,  50  North  Main 
Street,  Salt  Lake  City  1,  Utah. 


Question  Box 


Should  We  Buy  a  Piano  or  an  Organ? 


Which  Instrument  To  Buy? 

r\  One  of  the  wards  in  our  stake 
^*  finds  it  necessary  to  purchase 
a  new  musical  instrument  for  the 
Junior  Sunday  School.  The  bishop 
has  inquired  which  instrument  —  a 
piano  or  organ  —  is  most  desirable. 
What  are  your  recommendations? 
-North  Box  Elder  (Utah)  Stake. 

A.  The  reed  organ  is  recom- 
mended above  the  piano  by  both  the 
General  Music  Committee  and  the 
Sunday  School  General  Board.  We 
wish  to  start  our  children  early  on 
the  road  to  the  appreciation  of  rev- 
erential music.  However,  if  the  in- 
strument is  also  to  be  used  for  en- 
tertainment purposes  in  the  recrea- 
tion hall,  then  a  piano  may  be  pur- 
chased. 


Choosing  Class  Officers 

Q.  Can  you  tell  us  the  proper 
way  to  choose  class  officers?  I  have 
been  following  the  political  method, 
I  guess  —  letting  class  members  nom- 
inate and  second  the  nomination; 
nominating  two  members,  then  vot- 
ing. 

My  husband  thinks  Church  of- 
ficers should  be  chosen  by  the  priest- 
hood system  of  choosing  by  the  class 
leader,  approved  by  the  bishopric 
and  Sunday  School  superintendency. 


Is  there  an  approved  way  of  doing 
this? 

—Blaine  (Idaho)  Stake. 

A.  Your  husband  is  right.  After 
names  have  been  nominated  by  the 
class  teacher,  and  approved  by  the 
Sunday  School  superintendency  and 
bishopric,  the  names  should  be  pre- 
sented to  the  class  for  sustaining 
vote. 

Class  officers  should  be  appointed 
for  a  few  months  of  service,  the 
length  of  service  depending  on  the 
size  of  the  class.  (See  also  The  In- 
structor, February,  1954,  page  55.) 


Teacher  Training  Outline 

Q.  Is  there  a  recommended  out- 
line of  lessons  for  teacher  training 
for  prospective  teachers? 

A.  Lessons  are  outlined  in  the 
teacher  training  course  teachers'  sup- 
plement (which  trainees  should 
have).  There  are  outlined  lessons 
for  teachers  of  older  children  and 
adults,  and  another  set  for  teachers 
of  young  children.  There  are  three 
teacher  training  texts  from  which  to 
draw  for  these  lessons:  Teaching  as 
a  Direction  of  Activities  by  John  T. 
Wahlquist,  The  Masters  Art  by 
Howard  R.  Driggs,  and  Principles  of 
Teaching  by  Adam  S.  Bennion. 


Substitute  Teachers 

Q.  In  some  of  our.  wards,  stake 
board  members  are  substitute  teach- 
ers. How  are  these  counted  on  the 
reports? 

—North  Carbon  (Utah)  Stake. 

A.  Stake  board  members  should 
not  serve  as  substitutes.  That  is  not 
their  calling.  Their  assignment  is  to 
help  the  teacher  do  his  or  her  job 
more  effectively.  When  a  stake  board 
member  visits  a  class,  he  is  counted 
as  a  visitor  on  the  class  roll.  In  the 
stake  board  member's  home  ward, 
he  is  marked  "excused"  when  visit- 
ing elsewhere. 


Talks  from  Visitors 

Q.  When  stake  board  members 
visit  our  Sunday  School,  should  we 
call  one  of  their  number  to  speak  be- 
fore the  general  assembly? 

A.  Visiting  stake  board  mem- 
bers, as  well  as  visiting  members  of 
the  stake  presidency,  high  council 
or  other  leaders  should  be  given  a 
courteous  invitation  to  speak  briefly 
after  reassembly.  Referring  to  page 
27  of  The  Sunday  School  Handbook : 

"The  invitation  should  not  take 
the  form  of  an  embarrassing  inquiry 
whether  the  visitor  desires  to  speak 
or  not.  It  is  assumed  that  no  visitor 
will  accept  an  invitation  to  speak 
unless  he  has  a  real,  worth-while 
message." 


MORE  EMINENT  AS  A  CHRISTIAN 
(Concluded  from  opposite  page.) 


September  5,  1823  in  the  80th  year 
of  his  age.  Blessed  are  the  dead 
which  die  in  the  Lord."  [The  En- 
cyclopaedia Britannica  lists  his  birth- 
date  as  Sept.  14,  1735  and  the  date 
of  his  death  as  April  5,  1811.  He 
was,  therefore,  in  his  75th  year.]* 
Another  interesting  inscription  on 

*For  more  information  on  Robert  Raikes  see 
page  79,  The  Sunday  School  Handbook  and  the 
March,  1936,  Instructor,  page  85. 


the  wall  of  the  great  cathedral  reads: 
"Sacred  to  the  memory  of  the  Rev- 
erend Thomas  Stock,  M.A.,  formerly 
fellow  of  Pembroke  College,  Oxford, 
who  was  during  many  years  chief 
master  of  the  school,  rector  of  St. 
John's  and  perpetual  curate  of  St. 
Aldates  in  this  city. 

"He  was  also  vicar  of  Glasbury  in 
the  county  of  Brecon.  Diligent, 
learned  and  pious,  he  was  success- 


ful in  conveying  instructions  both 
to  his  pupils  and  parishioners.  To 
him  in  conjunction  with  Robert 
Raikes,  Esq.,  is  justly  attributed  the 
honor  of  having  planned  and  insti- 
tuted the  first  Sunday  School  in  the 
Kingdom. 

"He    died    December    27,    1805, 
aged  54  years." 

.  —A.  Hamer  Reiser. 
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SHAPE  Supreme  Commander  General  Alfred  M.  Gruenther  converses  with  Dr.  Robinson 
(left).  The  general  was  deeply  impressed  with  the  LDS  solution  of  welfare  problems. 


<<~\  wanted  to  see  a  couple  of  Mor- 
mons from  Utah." 

This  was  the  response  of  Presi- 
dent Rene  Coty  of  France  when  we 
asked  him  why  he  was  willing  to  in- 
terrupt his  vacation  in  order  to  see  us 
during  our  recent  visit  in  Paris. 
President  Coty  met  us  in  his  palatial 
office  which  once  housed  Napoleon 
and  where  the  "Little  Corporal" 
signed  his  surrender  to  Wellington. 
The  President  was  most  courteous, 
informal  and  frank  in  his  discussion 
of  the  critical  French  problems.  He 
was  also  keenly  interested  in  things 
associated  with  Utah  and  the  Mor- 
mons. Speaking  in  French,  he  asked 
pointed  questions  about  our  Churchy 
its  organization  and  our  people. 

This  keen  interest  in  the  Church 
of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints 
and  in  its  people  was  evident  every- 
where among  the  outstanding  lead- 
ers we  interviewed  during  our  recent 
trip  through  Europe  and  into  the 
Middle  East.  We  had  what  can  only 
be  described  as  a  storybook  trip.  We 
visited  Portugal,  Spain,  North  Africa, 
Italy,  Greece,  Egypt,  Jordan,  Israel, 
Switzerland,  France,  Qermany,  Den- 


mark, Holland  and  England.  In 
these  countries  we  interviewed  some 
86  outstanding  leaders  in  political, 
economic  and  social  affairs. 

Everywhere,  we  were  extended 
the  utmost  courtesy  and  were 
granted  extremely  long  interviews. 
Busy  people,  usually  difficult  to  see, 
were  happy  to  see  us  including  such 
leaders  as  Marshal  Alexander  Pa- 
pagos,  Prime  Minister  of  Greece; 
Gamel  Abdel  Nasser,  Prime  Minister 
of  Egypt;  Ishak  Ben-Zvi,  President 
of  Israel;  French  President  Rene 
Coty;  Lord  Beaverbrook  of  England 
and  many  others.  They  showed  in- 
tense curiosity  about  our  Church 
and  about  our  people  and  were  ob- 
viously impressed  that  our  Mountain 
West  is  possibly  more  representative 
of  American  tradition  and  the  Amer- 
ican way  of  life  than,  perhaps,  some 
of  the  eastern  seaboard  areas  with 
which  they  are  better  acquainted. 

Asked  Detailed  Questions 

Prime  Minister  Nasser  asked  us 
detailed  questions  about  our  coun- 
try, our  people,  our  educational  and 
welfare  systems.    Interviews  with 


Because    they    were    Mormons,    the 

Robinsons    found     official    doors 

opened  to  them   allowing   them   to 

act  as  LDS  "ambassadors." 


World 
Leaders 

Ask 
about  the 
Mormons 


By  O.  Preston  and 
Christine  Robinson* 

Colonel  Nasser  are  not  easy  to  ar- 
range and,  due  to  his  adherence  to 
Arabic  customs,  he  rarely  if  ever 
grants  interviews  to  women.  Yet,  he 
was  happy  to  see  us  and  was  par- 
ticularly interested  in  the  part  wom- 
en play  in  political,  economic,  and 
social  affairs  in  our  country.  He  said 
he  was  glad  to  meet  an  American 
woman  because  he  had  heard  that 
they  "so  dominate  their  men." 

The  Prime  Minister's  chief  inter- 
est was  in  his  current  negotiations 
with  Britain  over  the  base  at  Suez. 
He  described  this  as  the  most  urgent 
problem  in  Egypt  and  outlined  to 
us  a  plan  whereby  he  felt  it  could 
be  solved.  A  few  weeks  ago  Egypt 
and  Britain  signed  an  agreement 
under  which  Britain's  forces  of  some 
80,000  troops  will  gradually  be  with- 
drawn and  the  base  turned  over  to 
Egypt.  The  plan  now  in  process  is 
virtually  identical  to  the  one  out- 
lined to  us  by  Colonel  Nasser. 

President  Ben-Zvi  of  Israel,  with 
whom  we  had  arranged  a  15-minute 
interview,  extended  our  visit  to  more 
than  an  hour  because  he  wanted  to 
talk  about  his  interest  in  the  lost 
tribes  of  Israel  and  our  Church 
teachings  in  respect  to  them.    He 

'Among  many  other  assignments,  Dr.  Robinson 
is  managing  editor  of  the  Deseret  News  and  Salt 
Lake  Telegram,  member  and  secretary  of  the 
board  of  directors  for  the  Newspaper  Agency 
Corporation,  and  counselor  in  the  Federal  Heights 
ward  bishopric.  Dr.  and  Sister  Robinson  have 
five  children. 
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gave  us  a  chapter  of  a  manuscript 
which  he  is  preparing  on  the  lost 
tribes  and  asked  us  for  any  materials 
which  our  Church  had  prepared  on 
the  subject. 

Of  the  Tribe  of  Ephraim 

The  president  was  astounded 
when  we  told  him  that  we  were  of 
the  tribe  of  Ephraim  and  wanted  to 
know  how  we  were  able  to  trace  our 
genealogy  back  to  this  distant  point. 
In  answer,  we  explained  some  as- 
pects of  the  organization  of  our 
Church  and  told  him  about  the  Book 
of  Mormon.  We  also  told  him  about 
our  system  of  patriarchal  blessings 
and  how  Abraham  was  blessed  and 
promised  that  those  who  accepted 
the  Gospel  plan  would  become  his 
seed.  The  president  was  keenly  in- 
terested and  deeply  impressed.  He 
wondered  if  we  could  not  find  time 
on  the  following  Monday,  when  we 
had  an  appointment  with  Prime 
Minister  Sharett,  to  drop  back  and 
chat  again  with  him. 

President  Ben-Zvi  discussed  in  de- 
tail the  Israel-Arab  controversy  over 
Palestine  and  indicated  that  despite 
the  border  incidents  the  Jews  would 
not  be  driven  out  of  their  promised 
land. 

This  same  point  of  view  was  ex- 
pressed later  to  us  by  Prime  Minister 
Sharett  and  by  General  Moshe  Da- 
yan,  Israel's  chief  of  staff,  both  of 
whom  indicated  that  the  Jews  would 
resist  firmly  if  the  Arabs  made  any 
effort  to  drive  them  out  of  Palestine. 
This  point  of  view  was  extremely  in- 
teresting to  us  in  view  of  our  recent 
discussions  with  Arab  leaders  in 
Jordan  and  in  Egypt.   Here,  the  Is- 


rael problem  is  considered  to  be  a 
critical  one. 

Some  900,000  Arabs  were  driven 
out  of  the  Holy  Land  during  the 
1948  Palestinian  war.  Many  of  these 
people,  today,  are  still  camped  in 
Jordan  living  under  tragically  path- 
etic circumstances.  One  sees  whole 
families  camped  in  open  fields,  liv- 
ing in  caves  or  huts  and  subsisting 
under  the  direst  of  circumstances. 
Apparently,  the  Arab  world  is  not 
doing  much  to  relieve  the  plight  of 
these  unfortunates.  Certain  Arab 
leaders  argue  that  to  help  them  get 
resettled  would  be  a  step  toward 
recognition  of  the  existence  of  Is- 
rael —  a  step,  they  claim,  they  will 
not  take.  Hatreds  run  deep  in  this 
struggle  in  the  land  where  Jesus 
walked. 

There  is  much  to  be  done  to  settle 
the  Israel-Arab  problem.  Resettle- 
ment of  the  unfortunate  refugees 
and  an  acceptible  program  of  rep- 
arations and  compensation  for  losses 
on  both  sides  should  be  inaugu- 
rated as  soon  as  possible.  There  will 
be  uneasiness  for  a  long  time  to 
come  in  this  battle-torn  area,  but 
eventually,  we  hope,  wounds  will  be 
healed  and  hatreds  forgotten. 

General  Alfred  M.  Gruenther  at 
Supreme  Headquarters  Allied  Pow- 
er in  Europe  was  most  courteous  and 
interested  in  the  two  Mormons  from 
Utah.  The  supreme  commander 
chatted  in  detail  for  two  hours  with 
us  about  his  own  work  in  SHAPE 
and  the  great  military  problems  that 
face  the  Allies.  He  was  keenly  in- 
terested in  the  facts  about  our  visit 
with  Colonel  Nasser  in  Egypt  and 
wanted  to  hear  in  detail  the  plan 


that  the  Prime  Minister  had  given 
us  for  the  solution  of  the  Suez  prob- 
lem. He  also  revealed  considerable 
knowledge  about  and  interest  in 
Utah  and  the  Mormon  people.  He 
asked  us  many  questions  about  our 
Church  and  seemed  deeply  im- 
pressed with  the  answers  we  gave 
him  about  our  principles,  our  beliefs, 
and  particularly  our  approach  to  the 
solution  of  welfare  problems. 

With  Lord  Beaverbrook 

One  of  our  most  memorable  ex- 
periences was  the  one  we  had  in  our 
interview  with  Lord  Beaverbrook, 
England's  best  -  known  newspaper 
publisher.  He  invited  us  as  special 
guests  to  his  palatial  home  in  the 
outskirts  of  London.  There  we  met 
his  son  and  his  son's  wife,  and  we 
spent  an  entire  evening  discussing 
primarily  the  Mormon  Church. 

We  talked  briefly  with  him  about 
political  affairs.  He  is  a  close  friend 
and  associate  of  Winston  Churchill. 
But  Mr.  Beaverbrook  interrupted, 
"Now,  listen,  I  want  to  talk  to  you 
folks  about  Mormonism  and  about 
the  principles  of  your  Church." 

Lord  Beaverbrook  had  heard 
about  the  plans  for  the  construction 
of  a  temple  in  England,  and  he 
wanted  to  know  what  we  did  in  our 
temples.  He  revealed  a  profound 
interest  in  our  explanation,  in  gen- 
eral terms,  of  temple  work.  He  was 
particularly  inquisitive  and  im- , 
pressed  with  the  work  we  do  for  our 
dead  and  the  sealings  which  are 
performed  for  the  perpetuation  of 
our  family  life.  We  talked  at  length 
about  the  sanctity  of  the  marriage 
(Concluded  on  page  297.) 


WlHIPi 


Because  of  Arabic  custom,  Prime  Minister  Nasser  of  Egypt  rarely 

grants  women  interviews,  but  he  listens  with  interest   as  the 

Robinsons  outline  part  LDS  women  play  in  national  affairs. 


President  Ben-Zvi  of  Israel  extends  his  visit  with  Dr.  and  Mrs. 

Robinson  for  more  than  an  hour  to  talk  about  his  interest  in  the 

lost  tribes  of  Israel  and  our  Church  teachings  about  them. 
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Class  Members  Are  the  Stars! 


By  Pearl  Alfred 

rPHE  Ogden  Thirty  -  fourth  Ward 
"Parent  and  Child"*  class  is  often 
interrupted  by  cries  and  gurgles  and 
baby  talk.  That  is  because  the  teach- 
er believes  in  a  completely  practical 
application  of  his  lesson  material. 

Dr.  John  A.  Dixon,  recently  re- 
turned from  military  service  as 
chief  of  surgery  at  Johnson's  Air 
Force  Base  Hospital  in  Japan,  has 
been  in  charge  of  the  class  for  less 
than  a  year.  But  soaring  enrollment 
testifies  to  the  effectiveness  of  his 
teaching  methods.  So  large  is  the 
present  membership,  in  fact,  that  no 
classroom  can  accommodate  the 
group,  which  now  occupies  a  size- 
able section  of  the  chapel. 

The  reason  for  this  extraordinary 
attendance?  Class  members  will  tell 
you  that  it  is  the  instructor's  engag- 
ing personality,  his  gift  for  putting 

"South  Ogden  Stake,  Utah. 


everyone  at  ease  and  his  ability  to 
promote  an  easy,  informal  atmos- 
phere that  encourages  the  shyest 
among  them  to  "get  into  the  act." 

Dr.  Dixon  modestly  plays  down 
his  own  role.  He  insists  that  the  big 
secret  of  the  class's  popularity  lies 
in  the  fact  that  members  know  they 
are  going  to  be  allowed  to  talk  freely 
about  themselves  and  their  children 
for  45  minutes  each  Sunday.  Nearly 
everybody  loves  to  do  that. 

During  the  class  period  there  is 
no  academic  consideration  of  "stock" 
situations,  no  mere  dwelling  on  text- 
book cases.  Class  members'  own 
problems  are  habitually  considered, 
their  own  children  (when  live  sub- 
jects are  called  for)  are  carefully 
observed. 

Dr.  Dixon's  approach  to  teaching 
his  group  of  parents  is  conditioned, 
first  of  all,  by  a  keen  appreciation  of 


Discussing  young  Mark  Soderquist's  art  and  what  it  represents  is  Dr.  Dixon  (right)  and 

the  remainder  of  the  boy's  family. 


their  needs,  His  technique  varies  as 
the  subject  matter  changes.  But  his 
general  teaching  plan  encompasses 
certain  guiding  principles. 

As  a  routine  matter,  class  interest 
is  stimulated  by  a  brief  presentation 
—  and  he  stresses  "brief"  —  of  pre- 
pared lesson  material.  This  is  fol- 
lowed by  a  few  general  questions  re- 
lating to  it.  As  quickly  as  possible 
the  discussion  is  guided  toward  a 
group  consideration  of  practical 
problems  brought  up  by  the  class 
members  themselves.  Dr.  Dixon 
maintains  that  a  comparison  of  fam- 
ily problems  tends  to  make  parents 
feel  that  their  children  are  perhaps 
neither  better  nor  worse  than  other 
people's  offspring. 

Asked  if  a  free-for-all  discussion 
doesn't  sometimes  confuse  the  les- 
son's objective,  Dr.  Dixon  answers 
"Very  seldom.  With  only  a  little 
guiding,  class  members  will  volun- 
teer problems  from  their  own  fam- 
ilies that  are  remarkably  pertinent 
to  the  lesson  material."  Once  a 
problem  is  presented,  group  par- 
ticipation is  carried  a  step  further  by 
having  the  class  itself  go  to  work  on 
it.( 

"You  have  heard  this  problem." 
Dr.  Dixon  usually  says,  waiting  ex- 
pectantly for  a  moment  or  two.  "Now 
what  do  you  think  should  be  done 
about  it?"  He  doesn't,  as  a  rule,  have 
to  wait  long.  "This,"  he  says,  "seems 
to  stimulate  everyone,  like  a  case  of 
hiccoughs,  to  rush  forward  with  his 
own  favorite  remedy!" 

After  a  rousing  exchange  of  opin- 
ions and  advice,  Dr.  Dixon  finds 
that  about  all  he  needs  to  do  is 
summarize  the  ideas  that  have  been 
presented,  emphasize  the  better 
ones  and  tactfully  ignore  those 
which  seem  unsound. 

As  a  special  spark  to  class  inter- 
est, when  it  will  further  the  lesson's 
objective,  members'  children  are 
brought  in  for  demonstration  pur- 
poses. A  child  of  representative  age 
is  selected  and  such  things  as  his 
reflexes,  reaction  patterns,  and  motor 
skills  are  considered  before  the  class. 
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Another  device  Dr.  Dixon  uses 
with  gratifying  results  is  that  of  in- 
viting qualified  people  to  discuss  the 
more  highly  specialized  subjects  in 
the  lesson  plans.  Among  the  people 
used  to  date  (and  most  of  them  are 
drawn  from  the  class  itself )  are  such 
specialists  as  an  architect  (discussing 
the  encouragement  of  color  and 
form  expression  in  children);  a 
urologist  ( giving  advice  on  emotion- 
al and  physical  urinary  problems); 
an  elementary  school  teacher  ( ad- 
vising how  parents  may  work  with 
teachers  in  avoiding  or  solving  prob- 
lems of  the  early  school  years);  and 
a  parole  board  officer  (discussing 
family  problems  associated  with 
juvenile  delinquency). 

"People  come  to  a  class  of  this 
kind,"  Dr.  Dixon  says,  "because  of 
a  sincere  desire  to  be  wise  parents 
and  bring  up  their  children  to  be 


Helping  Dr.  Dixon  illustrate  a  lesson  point  is  tiny  Colleen  who  is  held  by  her  mother, 

Mrs.  Russell  Taylor. 


good  citizens  and  members  of  the 
Church.  If  they  find  the  help  they 
need,  they'll  keep  coming  back." 

Obviously,  in  his  class  they  have 
found  that  help  —  very  largely  be- 


cause the  teacher  has  been  wise 
enough  not  to  monopolize  the  center 
of  the  stage.  Like  a  good  director, 
he  maneuvers  his  class  members  into 
playing  all  the  starring  roles. 


WORLD  LEADERS  ASK  ABOUT  THE  MORMONS 
(Concluded  from  page  295.) 


covenant,  and  he  expressed  the 
thought  that  such  a  principle,  more 
widely  held  throughout  the  world, 
would  do  much  to  reduce  divorce 
and  to  increase  family  unity  and 
happiness. 

Mr.  Beaverbrook  spoke  of  his  ac- 
quaintance with  Nathan  E.  Tanner 
of  Canada  who  was  recently  chosen 
to  be  a  stake  president  of  Calgary 
(Alberta)  Stake.  He  is  a  great  ad- 
mirer of  President  Tanner,  who  has 
made  such  extensive  contributions 
in  Canadian  Government  affairs. 
Lord  Beaverbrook  wanted  to  know 
about  the  work  of  a  stake  president. 

Our  conversation  with  Lord  Beav- 
erbrook lasted  approximately  three 
hours.  He  revealed  his  friendship  for 
the  Latter-day  Saints  and  recalled 
with  pleasure  visits  he  had  had  with 
several  of  our  leaders,  including :  the 
late  Senator  Reed  Smoot,  Dr.  James 


E.  Talmage  and  Dr.  John  A.  Widt- 
soe. 

Due  To  Church 

As  we  think  back  over  our  re- 
markable experiences  and  contem- 
plate the  courtesies  extended  to  us. 
we  can  arrive  at  only  one  conclusion 
—our  success  in  meeting  important 
people  and  the  many  interesting  in- 
terviews we  were  privileged  to  have 
were  due  primarily  to  our  member- 
ship in  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ 
of  Latter-day  Saints. 

Although  these  world  leaders  have 
not  as  yet  caught  the  spirit  nor  the 
significance  of  the  spiritual  values 
and  divine  origin  of  the  Mormon 
Church,  they  are  sincerely  impressed 
by  its  temporal  and  social  activities. 
They  express  nothing  but  praise  for 
our  great  welfare  program  and  for 
the  way  we  work  together  and  co- 


operate as  a  group.  They  are  im- 
pressed by  the  devotion  and  ability 
of  our  leaders  and  the  faith  of  our 
members.  They  express  wonder  at 
our  missionary  system  and  are 
amazed  that  young  men  and  women 
will  devote  two  or  more  years  un- 
selfishly in  preaching  the  Gospel  all 
over  the  world.  They  are  deeply  im- 
pressed by  the  extent  to  which  lay 
members  of  the  Church  participate 
in  Church  activities  and  are"  left  al- 
most speechless  when  told  that  our 
voluntary  tithing  system  really  works 
in  financing  the  Church  and  its  or- 
ganizations. 

Our  experiences  strengthened 
our  testimonies.  They  made  us  even 
more  proud  and  grateful  for  our 
membership  in  the  Church  and 
humbly  thankful  for  the  small  con- 
tribution we  are  able  to  make  in  its 
service. 


New  Honor  for  Elder  Schreiner 


Ane  of  the  most  distinguished  mem- 
bers of  the  Deseret  Sunday 
School  Union  General 
Board,  Alexander 
Schreiner,  received 
additional  honors  re- 
cently at  the  Univer- 
sity of  Utah.  He  was 
awarded  his  Doctor 
of  Philosophy  degree. 
A    composition    of 


major  proportions  was  accepted  as 
his  doctorate  thesis,  "Concerto  in  B 
Minor."  A  105-page  composition,  it 
requires  approximately  30  minutes  to 
perform.  It  is  written  in  three  move- 
ments for  organ  and  symphony  or- 
chestra. The  score  is  now  being 
printed. 

Three  symphony  orchestras  now 
are  making  plans  to  present  it.  They 
are:  the  Utah  Symphony,  Brigham 


Young  University  Symphony  and 
Claremont  College  Symphony. 

One  of  America's  great  organists, 
chairman  of  the  General  Board's 
music  committee,  and  member  of 
The  Instructor  committee,  Dr. 
Schreiner  has  received  120  requests 
for  concerts  throughout  the  nation. 

For  additional  information  on  our 
Tabernacle  organist,  see  the  July, 
1953,  Instructor.  -B.O.H. 
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HERE  IS  YOUR 

(Christmas 

WORSHIP  5ERVICE 


Suggested  Christmas  Worship  Service,  December  26,  1954 


We  Remember  Our  Lord 


General  Suggestions: 

Tt  is  recommended  that  this  Sunday  School  meeting 
be  presented  as  a  worship  service  rather  than  merely 
as  a  program.  The  effectiveness  and  success  of  this 
service  depends  upon  a  continuous  presentation  with- 
out interruption  for  announcements.  Let  the  readings 
and  songs  tell  the  story  without  comments  or  explana- 
tions from  the  presiding  officers. 

It  is  suggested  that  one  person  act  as  reader  for  the 
entire  service.  Care  should  be  taken  to  select  the  best 
reader  available  since  that  person  will  carry  the  burden 
of  keeping  the  service  moving. 

If  possible,  it  would  be  well  to  have  the  groups 
who  are  to  participate  seated  in  choir  seats  or  well  to 
the  front  where  they  might  perform  without  walking 
to  and  from  the  stand.  All  unnecessary  movements 
should  be  eliminated. 

* 

Appropriate  Opening  Exercises: 

Devotional  Prelude  (suggested  material):  Numbers 
from  Handel's  The  Messiah,  or  Christmas  Volun- 
taries for  Organ,  Lorenz's  Publishing  Co. 

Announcements  (if  any)  and  Christmas  Greetings  from 
Sunday  School  Superintendency. 

Opening  Hymn:  "Oh  Come,  All  Ye  Faithful,"  Hymns- 
Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints,  No.  129. 

Invocation. 

Congregational  Hymn:  "O  Little  Town  of  Bethlehem," 
Hymns,  No.  165.  (First  and  second  verses.) 

Two-and-one-half-minute  Talks: 

1.  "What  the  Birth  of  the  Baby  Jesus  Means  to  Me" 
( Girl  from  Course  No.  8 ) ; 

2.  "The    Spiritual   Joy   of   the    Christmas    Season" 
(Teen-age  boy). 

(None  of  the  commercialized  ideas  such  as  those 
about  Santa  Claus  should  be  used.) 

Sacrament  Hymn:  "How  Great  the  Wisdom  and  the 
Love,"  Hymns,  No.  68. 

Sacrament  Service. 

Short  Christmas  Message  from  Bishop  (approximately 
three  minutes). 

Introductory  Statement  by  Superintendent:  At  this 
Christmastide  may  we  again  take  to  heart  the  les- 
sons taught  by  our  Savior.  Today  as  we  worship 
together,  we  will  recall  the  birth,  the  life,  and  the 
teachings  of  our  Lord,  Jesus  Christ.  May  joy  and 
great  happiness  come  to  each  of  us  as  we  contem- 
plate the  full  significance  of  Christmas. 

We  Remember  Our  Lord,  Jesus  Christ 

I.  Prophecies  foretelling  the  birth  of  Jesus: 

(Each  prophecy  to  be  read  by  a  different  member 


of  the  Course  No.  14  or  Course  No.  16. ) 
Music:  Brief,  quick  organ  interlude. 

Reader:  The  earthly  advent  of  Jesus  Christ  was 
proclaimed  through  prophets  of  the  Old  Testa- 
ment. These  prophets  whose  words  are  recorded 
in  the  scriptures  predicted  in  terms  plain  and 
simple  the  coming  of  the  Lord  to  dwell  among 
men. 

Moses    proclaimed    the    coming    of    a    great 
prophet  in  Israel. 

Student:  (Read  Deuteronomy  18:15.) 

Reader:  Job  in  the  day  of  his  dire  afflictions  re- 
joiced in  his  testimony  of  the  coming  Messiah. 

Student:  (Read  Job  19:25.) 

Reader:  The  songs  of  David  the  psalmist  are  filled 
with  allusions  to  the  earthly  life  of  Christ. 

Student:  (Read  Psalms  96:1,  11-13.) 

Reader:  Isaiah,  looking  down  through  the  ages  of 
the  prophets,  saw  the  accomplishment  of  the 
divine  purpose  as  if  already  achieved  and  sang 
in  triumph. 

Student:  (Read  Isaiah  9:6.) 

Reader:  Many  other  prophets  proclaimed  the  glad 
message  of  the  coming  of  the  Savior  of  mankind. 
Micah  said  .  .  . 

Student:  (Read  Micah  5:2.) 

Reader:  Jeremiah  proclaimed  .  .  . 

Student:  (Read  Jeremiah  23:5,  6.) 

Reader:  Ezekiel  declared  .  .  . 

Student:  (Read  Ezekiel  34:24.) 

Reader:  And  Zechariah  said  .  .  . 

Student:  (Read  Zechariah  9:9.) 

Reader:  Not  only  the  Old  Testament  prophets 
foretold  the  birth  of  Christ,  but  also  the  Book  of 
Mormon  contains  a  prophecy  concerning  the 
birth  of  the  Savior.  Samuel  the  Lamanite  proph- 
esied .  .  . 

Student:  (Helaman  14:2-8.) 

Music:  Brief  organ  strains  to  mark  end  of  proph- 
ecies (Strains  from  "With  Wondering  Awe," 
Hymns,  No.  209). 

II.  The  Birth  of  Jesus 

Reader:  At  Bethlehem,  a  small  town  in  Judea, 
where  Joseph  and  Mary  had  gone  to  be  regis- 
tered, the  long-looked-for  event  came  to  pass. 
The  Son  of  the  Highest,  the  only  Begotten  of 
the  Eternal  Father,  Jesus  the  Christ,  was  born. 

Choral  Reading:  (Luke  2:8-16  by  the  girls  from 
Course  No.  10  and  Course  No.  12.) 

Hymn:  "Silent  Night,"  Hymns,  No.  160,  by  the 
congregation. 
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III.  Teachings  of  Jesus 

Reader:  The  greatest  thing  in  the  world  is  the  in- 
fluence of  the  personality  of  Christ.  This  influ- 
ence is  felt  more  strongly  today  than  it  was  1900 
years  ago.  Let  us  reflect  upon  the  life  and  teach- 
ings of  our  Savior  that  we  may  renew  our  knowl- 
edge that  the  Savior  lived  and  died  for  us  — 
that  He  yet  lives  and  that  His  soul-satisfying 
peace  is  a  gift  to  us.  The  teachings  of  Jesus 
express  the  highest  aspirations  of  mankind.  In 
them  are  the  ideals  that  have  inspired,  com- 
forted and  lifted  humanity  for  generations. 
Scriptural  Readings  by  Two  Members  of  Course 
No.  16: 

1.  Matthew  5:1-12,  20,  21,  29,  30,  38,  39,  43-45. 

2.  Matthew  6:9-13, 19-21,  24-26,  28,  29,  33. 
Reader:  Christ  the  Savior  of  the  world  made  it  very 

plain  that  little  children  were  precious  in  his 
sight. 

Reading:  Mark  10:13-16  by  teacher  of  Course  No. 
8. 

Hymn:  "I  Think  When  I  Read  That  Sweet  Story 
of  Old"  by  children  from  Course  No.  6  and 
Course  No.  8. 

Reader:  The  words  of  wisdom  that  Jesus  spoke 
have  been  handed  down  from  generation  to 
generation,  and  they  are  still  as  fresh  and  inspir- 
ing as  when  they  were  first  uttered  by  the  Mas- 
ter. He  said: 

(Selections  from  the  following  verses  are  to  be 
learned  and  recited  by  various  members  of 
Course  No.  8. ) 

Matthew  5:48;  6:20,  21;  6:33;  7:12;  7:21;  16:26; 
19:14. 

John  6:35;  8:12;  11:25,26. 

3  Nephi  15:1;  15:9;  18:14-16;  27:2-8. 

Doctrine  and  Covenants  15:3-6;  42:29;  88:77-80. 


Appropriate  Closing  Suggestions: 

Hymn:  "Joy  t°  tne  World,"  Hymns,  No.  89,  by  the 

congregation. 
Benediction. 
Postlude. 

—Committee: 

Claribel  W.  Aldous, 
Florence  S.  Allen. 


SUGGESTED  CHRISTMAS  WORSHIP  SERVICE 

FOR  JUNIOR  SUNDAY  SCHOOL, 

DECEMBER  26,  1954 

Devotional  Prelude  of  Christmas  Music. 

Greeting. 

Opening  Hymn:  "Away  in  a  Manger,"  No.  155,  The 
Children  Sing. 

Invocation. 

Sacrament  Hymn:  "The  Sacrament,"  No.  64,  The  Chil- 
dren Sing. 

Sacrament  Service. 

Hymn:  "Christmas  Cradle  Song,"  No.  153,  The  Children 
Sing. 

Two  Short  Inspirational  Thoughts: 

These  should  be  thoughts  about  the  birth  of  Jesus 
that  have  impressed  the  children  from  their  Sunday 
School  lessons. 

Hymn  Practice:  Any  Christmas  songs  from  The  Chil- 
.  dren  Sing. 

Class  lessons  as  usual. 

Reassembly. 

Closing  Hymn:  "Silent  Night,"  Hymns— Church  of  Jesus 
Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints,  No.  160. 

Benediction. 

—Committee: 

Claribel  W.  Aldous, 
Florence  S.  Allen. 


Suggested  Commemorative  Devotional 
Exercises  for  Sunday  School,  December  19,  1954* 

We  Thank  Thee  for  a  Prophet 


/T\he  following  items  are  suggested  to  be  used  in  the 
regular  Sunday  School  order  of  exercises  for  Sun- 
day morning,  December  19,  1954,  commemorating  the 
birthday  of  Prophet  Joseph  Smith: 
Opening  Hymn:  "Oh,  How  Lovely  Was  the  Morning," 
Hymns— Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints, 
No.  136. 
Sacrament  Hymn:  "God,  Our  Father,  Hear  Us  Pray," 

Hymns,  No.  8. 
Two  ^-minute  Talks: 

1.  "Joseph  Smith,  a  Prayerful  Boy."  (Including 
events  in  Joseph  Smith's  personal  life  leading  up 
to  the  founding  of  the  Church.)  Given  by  a 
student  who  is  12  or  13  years  old.  Information 
may  be  found  in  One  Hundred  Years  of  Mormon- 
ism  by  B.  H.  Roberts. 

•Commemorating  the  149th  anniversary  of  the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith's 
birthday,  Dec.  23,  1805. 


2.  "Joseph  Smith's  Faith  and  the  Blessings  We  En- 
joy Because  of  It."  This  talk  could  be  given  by 
someone  in  their  late  teens. 

Hymn  Practice:  "Praise  to  the  Man,"  Hymns,  No.  147. 
It  would  be  nice  to  use  this  as  one  of  the  songs  dur- 
ing the  hymn  practice. 
Closing  Hymn:  "We  Thank  Thee,  Oh  God,  for  a  Proph- 
et," Hymns,  No.  196. 

(For  the  complete  order  of  exercises  to  which  these 
items  may  be  applied,  see  Chapter  V,  page  21,  The 
Sunday  School  Handbook. ) 

—Committee: 

Claribel  W.  Aldous, 
Florence  S.  Allen. 
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Suggested  Program  for  Fast  Sunday  Evening  —  December  5,  1954  * 


The  Gospel  and  My  Children 


'HTheme:  The  Gospel,  My  Children,  My  Responsibility. 

Devotional  Prelude. 

Hymn:  "Hope  of  Israel,"  Hymns  —  Church  of  Jesus 
Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints,  No.  64. 

Invocation  by  a  Parent. 

Hymn:  "To  Nephi,  Seer  of  Olden  Time,"  Hymns,  No. 
186. 

Remarks  by  the  Superintendent:  "The  objective  of  the 
Sunday  School  is  to  teach  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ 
to  every  member  of  the  Church."  (10  min.)  (The 
Sunday  School  Handbook,  p.  1.)  (Describe  the  Sun- 
day School's  complete  course  of  training  in  the  Gos- 
pel.) 

Remarks  by  a  Father:  "We  Go  to  Sunday  School  To- 
gether." ( 5  min. ) 

Remarks  by  a  Mother:  "What  the  Sunday  School  Does 
for  Me  and  My  Children."  (5  min.) 


Hymns  by  Junior  Sunday  School:  "Tell  Me,  Dear  Lord," 
The  Children  Sing,  No.  4;  "God's  Daily  Care,"  The 
Children  Sing,  No.  28. 

Remarks  by  a  Sunday  School  Teacher:  "Train  up  a 
child  in  the  way  he  should  go:  and  when  he  is  old, 
he  will  not  depart  from  it."  (Proverbs  22:6.)  (15 
min.) 

Remarks  by  the  Bishop:  "...  I  have  commanded  you 
to  bring  up  your  children  in  light  and  truth."  (Doc- 
trine and  Covenants  93:40.)  (15  min.) 

Hymn:  "Oh  Say,  What  Is  Truth?"  Hymns,  No.  143. 

Benediction  by  a  Parent. 

Postlude. 

—Committee: 

Henry  Eyring,  chairman, 
Ralph  B.  Keeler, 
Vernon  J.  LeeMaster, 
Lorna  C.  Alder. 


At  the  Heart  of  Missionary  Service 


R 


The  folloiving  message  was  received 
recently  by  General  Superintendent  George 
R.  Hill  from  A.  Homer  Reiser,  president  of 
the  British  Mission.  For  additional  infor- 
mation on  the  importance  of  memorization 
of  scriptures,  see  the  Ward  Faculty  Les- 
son for  December  in  this  issue  on  page  315. 

emembering  your  interest  in  the 
memorization  of  scripture,  I 
thought  I  should  like  to  tell  you 
that  every  morning  for  most  of  the 
months  I  have  been  here  I  have  met 
with  missionaries  in  our  eight  o'clock 
study  class.  The  memorization  of 
scripture  is  first  on  the  program.  Two 
hundred  passages  of  from  one  to  six 
verses  each,  constitute  the  basic 
scriptural  foundation  which  we  are 
undertaking  to  master  for  our  sys- 
tematic teaching  plan.  Numerous 
supplementary  scriptures  are  also 
used. 

Most  of  these  memory  passages 
are  the  old  familiar  scriptures  which 
Latter-day  Saints  in  their  lifetime 
hear  hundreds  of  times  in  speeches, 
in  classes  and  in  Gospel  conversa- 
tions.    They   appear   frequently    in 


By  A.  Hamer  Reiser 

the  literature  of  the  Church.  They 
are  at  the  very  heart  of  Latter-day 
Saint  thinking.  They  -support  the 
testimonies  of  tens  of  thousands. 

Missionaries  must  memorize  them 
and  use  them  fluently  in  modern 
systematic  teaching  procedures. 
Many  months  of  diligent  and  sys- 
tematic effort  are  applied  by  the  mis- 
sionaries to  the  mastering  of  this 
scriptural  treasure. 

If  missionaries  could  come  into 
the  field  having  already  memorized 
these  essentials,  proselyting  would 
be  immeasurably  accelerated. 

We  observe  that  when  mission- 
aries finally  acquire  their  wealth  of 
memorized  scripture,  their  thinking 
is  more  facile.  Their  comprehension 
is  deeper.  They  are  mentally  more 
alert  and  versatile.  They  are  spir- 
itually more  perceptive.  They  have 
a  broader  conception  of  the  Lord's 
dealings  with  mankind.  They  have 
greater  fervor  and  enthusiasm  and 
their  testimonies  have  greater  con- 
vincing power. 


When  a  missionary  has  two  hun- 
dred passages  of  scripture  in  his 
memory,  he  is  able  to  cope  with 
tracting,  cottage  meeting  and  street 
meeting  situations  with  sure-footed 
confidence. 

What  has  all  this  to  do  with  the 
Sunday  Schools? 

The  Sunday  Schools  could  help 
thousands  of  potential  missionaries 
by  making  scripture  memorization  a 
regular  and  constant  procedure. 

Of  course  we  should  prefer  it  if 
the  scripture  could  be  these  precise 
passages  which  support  fundamen- 
tally our  basic  case  for  the  Restored 
Gospel. 

I  am  aware  that  The  Instructor 
regularly  publishes  its  page  of  scrip- 
ture for  memorization.  I  wish  every 
Sunday  School  teacher  could  see,  as 
I  see,  the  great  practical  value  of 
this.  Then  he  would  take  this  busi- 
ness seriously  and  use  The  Instructor 
most  diligently. 
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Memorization  for  December  Lessons 


U 


. . .  Hear  the  Voice  of  the  Son . . ." 


TEACHERS:  Here  are  your  assign- 
ments for  class  memorization,  cor- 
related with  the  December  lessons. 


HISTORY  OF  THE  CHURCH 
FOR  CHILDREN 

« 

Course  No.  6 

Offer  unto  God  thanksgiving;  and 
pay  thy  vows  unto  the  most  High: 

And  call  upon  me  in  the  day  of 
trouble:  I  will  deliver  thee,  and  thou 
shalt  glorify  me. 

-Psalm  50:14,  15. 

OLD  TESTAMENT  STORIES 

Course  No.  8 

We  believe  in  God,  the  Eternal 
Father,  and  in  His  son,  Jesus  Christ, 
and  in  the  Holy  Ghost. 

—First  Article  of  Faith. 

THE  LIFE  OF  CHRIST 
Course  No.  10 

Go  ye  therefore,  and  teach  all  na- 
tions, baptizing  them  in  the  name  of 
the  Father,  and  of  the  Son,  and  of 
the  Holy  Ghost: 

Teaching  them  to  observe  all 
things  whatsoever  I  have  com- 
manded you:  and,  lo,  I  am  with  you 
alway,  even  unto  the  end  of  the 
world. 

-Matthew  28:19,  20. 

HISTORY  OF  THE  RESTORED 
CHURCH 

Course  No.  12 

Let  your  light  so  shine  before  men, 
that  they  may  see  your  good  works, 
and  glorify  your  Father  which  is  in 
heaven. 

—Matthew  5:16. 

PRINCIPLES  OF  THE  GOSPEL 

Course  No.  14 
But  behold  I  say  unto  you,  that 
little  children  are  redeemed  from  the 


*See  Course  No.  16. 


foundation    of    the    world    through 
mine  Only  Begotten; 

Wherefore,  they  cannot  sin,  for 
power  is  not  given  unto  Satan  to 
tempt  little  children,  until  they  be- 
gin to  become  accountable  before 
me. 
—Doctrine  and  Covenants  29:46,  47. 

THE  GOSPEL  MESSAGE 

Course  No.  16 

.  .  .  The  hour  is  coming,  and  now 
is,   when   the    dead   shall   hear   the 


HOW  I  MEMORIZE  SCRIPTURE  .  .  . 

I  have  always  envied  people  who 
seem  to  have  been  able  to  mem- 
orize the  vital  and  important  sec- 
tions of  the  scriptures,  and  I  wish 
that  I  had  started  in  my  youth  on  a 
definite  program  for  that  purpose. 
I  seldom  make  a  speech  without 
realizing  that  the  principle  I  am  dis- 
cussing has  been  explained  fully 
and  succinctly  somewhere  in  the 
scriptures,  and  I  find  myself  con- 
tantly  searching  for  the  most  de- 
sirable passage  and  trying  to  mem- 
orize it  for  my  particular  need. 

The  Sunday  School  could  embark 
on  no  more  useful  program  than 
one  which  would  encourage  the 
memorization  of  the  great  expres- 
sion of  eternal  principles  that  are  to 
be  found  in  the  scriptures. 

—Wallace  F.  Bennett, 

United  States  Senator  from  Utah. 


voice  of  the  Son  of  God:  and  they 
that  hear  shall  live. 

Marvel  not  at  this:  for  the  hour  is 
coming,  in  the  which  all  that  are  in 
the  graves  shall  hear  his  voice. 

-John  5:25,  28. 

PROVING  YOUR  PEDIGREE 

Course  No.  20 

Now  the  duty  of  a  man  in  his  own 
family  is  to  see  that  he  and  his  wife 
are  sealed  at  the  altar.  Then  it  is 
his  duty  to  seek  his  record  as  far 


back  as  he  can  go  and  do  the  same 
thing  for  each  unit. 

—President  Joseph  Fielding  Smith, 

Utah  Genealogical  and  Historical 

Magazine,  Jan.,  1939,  Vol  30, 

pages  2,  3. 

TEACHER  TRAINING 

Course  No.  22 

But  lay  up  for  yourselves  treasures 
in  heaven,  where  neither  moth  nor 
rust  doth  corrupt,  and  where  thieves 
do  not  break  through  nor  steal. 

-Matthew  6:  20. 


PARENT  AND  CHILD 

Course  No.  24 

Train  up  a  child  in  the  way  he 
should  go:  and  when  he  is  old,  he 
will  not  depart  from  it. 

—Proverbs  22:6. 


TEACHINGS  OF  THE  NEW 
TESTAMENT 

Course  No.  26 

Blessed  are  they  which  are  per- 
secuted for  righteousness'  sake:  for 
theirs  is  the  kingdom  of  heaven. 

Blessed  are  ye,  when  men  shall 
revile  you,  and  persecute  you,  and 
shall  say  all  manner  of  evil  against 
you  falsely,  for  my  sake. 

-Matthew  5:  10,  11. 


TEACHINGS  OF  THE  BOOK  OF 
MORMON 

Course  No.  28 

.  .  .  For  I  know  that  the  Lord 
giveth  no  commandments  unto  the 
children  of  men,  save  he  shall  pre- 
pare a  way  for  them  that  they  may 
accomplish  the  thing  which  he  com- 
mandeth  them. 

-1  Nephi  3:7. 
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Notes  from  the  Field 


Photo  by  Ray  Kooyman. 

Minnie  M.  Bischoff  greets  Robert  Willey 
and  Marilyn  Latham  back  to  their  class. 


Mail  Gets  Results  in  Enlistment 

A  letter  from  Minnie  M.  Bischoff, 
teacher  of  Course  No.  6,  "His- 
tory of  the  Church  for  Children,"  in 
33rd  Ward,  Bonneville  (Salt  Lake 
City)  Stake,  gives  a  helpful  hint  on 
enlistment  work  with  children. 

Recalling  that  one  of  the  young- 
sters in  her  class  had  been  absent 
for  three  weeks,  she  called  his  moth- 
er. The  mother  replied  that  she  had 
been  sending  him.  The  boy  appeared 
the  next  Sunday,  but  he  drew  away. 
Sister  Bischoff  knew  that  phoning 
the  parent  was  not  the  answer  to  her 
problem. 

Knowing  how  much  children  like 
to  receive  mail,  she  decided  to  try 
this  method.  After  one  absence  she 
sends  the  child  a  gay  little  note  tell- 
ing him  that  he  was  missed  and 
that  the  class  hopes  to  see  him  the 
following  Sunday.  If  she  finds  that 
the  child  is  ill,  she  sends  him  a  get- 
well  card. 

"This  method  has  proved  most 
successful  in  maintaining  the  at- 
tendance of  my  class.  I  have  been 
very  pleased  with  the  response  I 
have  received,"  she  writes. 

Sister  Bischoff  has  been  in  Sun- 
day School  work  for  about  15  years, 
during  which  she  has  been  librarian, 
enlistment  director,  secretary  and 
teacher.  Teaching  gives  her  the  most 
pleasure  and  satisfaction  of  all. 


Enlist  Them  by  Letter 


Conducted  by  Wallace  G.  Bennett 

Servicemen  Interested  in  Houston 

I"  atter-day  Saint  servicemen  sta- 
tioned at  Ellington  Air  Force 
Base  in  Texas  have  shown  increased 
interest  in  Church  activity  because 
of  the  work  of  the  Houston  2nd 
Ward  Sunday  School,  Houston 
Stake. 

A  few  months  ago  a  few  Elling- 
ton airmen  attended  the  Houston 
2nd  Ward  "out  of  mere  curiosity." 
They  liked  it  fine,  and  invited  some 
of  their  buddies  to  go  with  them. 
The  second  Sunday,  J.  P.  Donnelly, 
the  teacher,  invited  the  class  to  a 
buffet  dinner  after  Sunday  School. 
That  really  appealed  to  the  class, 
especially  the  returned  missionaries 
and  servicemen  in  the  group. 

Whereas  there  were  once  five  or 
six  fellows  going  to  Church  from 
Ellington,  now  there  are  usually  10 
to  20.  A  Sunday  School  class  which 
formerly  had  five  to  ten  members 
now  finds  that  25  chairs  sometimes 
isn't  enough.  One  class  member, 
Sherman  Hanseen,  thinks  "the  big 
thing  that  makes  these  young  men 
feel  good  there  is  the  personal  in- 
terest that  is  taken  in  each  one."  His 
twin  brother  Sheridan  reports  that 
frequently  such  remarks  as  this  are 
heard:  "I  like  to  go  there.  I  feel  at 
home." 

Brother  Donnelly,  a  convert  to  the 
Church  himself,  has  teaching  meth- 
ods which  are  as  inviting  as  his  buf- 
fet dinner.  He  frequently  divides  the 
class  into  groups  and  gives  each 
group  a  question  covering  one  phase 
of  the  subject.  The  class  is  given 
five  to  ten  minutes  to  look  up  scrip- 
ture and  do  any  other  research  on 
the  question.  Then  each  group  con- 
ducts a  five-minute  informal  discus- 
sion on  the  phase  it  was  given.  Mem- 
bers of  the  group  make  contributions 
from  scripture  or  personal  experi- 
ence or  both.  Then  someone  from 
the  group  summarizes  the  group's 
answer  to  the  question. 

Four  or  five  questions  are  covered 
in  this  manner.  Sometimes  it  is  hard 


to  get  the  class  stopped  when  clos- 
ing time  comes! 


Homemade  Visual  Aids  Effective 

"ITerl  I.  Mumfokd,  teacher  of 
Course  No.  10,-  Montpelier  Sec- 
ond Ward,  Montpelier  ( Idaho ) 
Stake,  was  impressed  with  an  idea 
expressed  by  William  E.  Berrett  at 
the  recent  teaching  aids  clinic. 
Brother  Berrett  suggested  using  sim- 
ple blackboard  maps  with  only  nec- 
essary points  placed  on  the  map,  as 
inattention    and    wandering    eyes 


COMING  EVENTS 

October  1,  2,  3,  1954 

Semi-annual 
General  Conference 


October  3,  1954 

Sunday  School  Semi-annual 

Conference 


October  4,  1954 

September,  1954,  Monthly 

Report  Sent  to  Stake  Secretary 

October  4,  1954 
Mission  Branch  Third  Quarter 
Reports  Sent  to  Mission  Office 

November  1,  1954 

October,  1954,  Monthly  Report 

Sent  to  Stake  Secretary 

December  5,  1954 

Sunday  Evening  Sunday  School 

Program 

December  6,  1954 

November,  1954,  Monthly 

Report  Sent  to  Stake  Secretary 

December  19,  1954 

Devotional  Exercises 

Commemorating 

Joseph  Smith's  Birthday 

December  26,  1954 

Sunday  School 

Christmas  Worship  Service 
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If  there  is  a  particularly  outstanding  performance 
in  some  phase  of  Sunday  School  work  being 
done   in   your   stake,    ward   or   branch,    please 
report  it  to  Brother  Bennett,  who  should  be   ad- 
dressed:  Wallace  G.  Bennett,   The  Instructor,   50 
North  Main  Street,  Salt  Lake  City  1,  Utah. 


sometimes  resulted  from  displaying 
detailed  maps. 

Brother  Mumford  was  interested, 
but  he  had  no  blackboard  in  his 
class  of  35  students.  He  used  the 
following  procedure  to  produce  a 
simple,  effective  map  before  the 
class. 

At  the  top  of  his  flannelboard  he 
fastened  a  length  of  black  wool  yarn. 
The  yarn  was  pressed  against  the 
board  to  form  the  coast  outline  of 
Palestine.  With  a  length  of  blue 
yarn  he  made  a  loop  for  the  Sea  of 
Galilee,  continued  the  length  of 
yarn  for  the  Jordan  River  running 
south,  and  then  formed  the  Dead 
Sea  with  the  remaining  yarn  of  the 
same  piece.  With  a  flannel  backed 
star  and  a  triangle  he  located  the 
cities  of  Jerusalem  and  Nazareth, 
which  were  identified  with  flannel- 
backed  labels. 

The  class  is  attentive  as  the  map 
takes  form,  and  eyes  are  focused  on 


one  or  two  essential  points.  A  great 
variety  of  colorful  yarns  and  symbols 
could  be  used  in  creating  these  maps. 
Brother  Mumford  is  using  window 
blinds  for  drawing  more  detailed 
maps  for  permanent  use.  He  sug- 
gests that  brackets  can  be  attached 
in  the  classroom  for  a  uniform  size 
blind,  and  that  all  homemade  maps 
made  for  individual  teacher  or  ward 
library  use  would  fit  in  the  brackets. 


Work  Nights  Build  Libraries 

IATard  libraries  in  East  Jordan 
(Utah)  Stake  have  been  en- 
riched by  the  results  of  work  nights 
planned  by  teacher  training  groups 
under  the  direction  of  Sally  Lester, 
stake  teacher  trainer. 

The  steps  followed  in  East  Jordan 
Stake  to  make  these  work  nights 
successful  are  these: 

1.  Before  the  work  night,  a  ward 
drive  is  conducted  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  teacher  training  class  to 
collect  items  such  as  Church  maga- 
zines, pictures,  maps,  and  charts, 
and  usable,  stiff  cardboard. 

2.  A  committee  is  appointed  to 
prepare  the  materials.  Pictures  and 
articles  are  removed  from  the  maga- 


zines,  trimmed  for    mounting,    arid 
stacked  in  piles.  1 

3.  The  leaders  of  auxiliaries  and 
priesthood  groups  meet.  The  part 
each  can  play  is  explained  to  them. 
Wards  in  East  Jordan  which  have 
used  this  project  have  assessed  each 
group  $5.00  to  help  buy  flannel  ma- 
terial, lumber,  colored  cardboard, 
and  other  needed  items. 

4.  Invitations  are  sent  to  attend 
the  work  night.  It  is  held  at  a  place 
where  lumber  can  be  cut  up  without 
damage. 

5.  At  the  actual  work  night,  those 
attending  are  divided  into  groups  in 
order  that  their  talents  can  best  be 
utilized. 

At  these  work  nights,  some  of  the 
projects  which  have  been  done  are 
measuring,  cutting,  and  mounting 
pictures,  maps,  charts,  and  posters; 
making  blackboards,  flannelboards, 
posting  charts,  accordian  books, 
groove  boards,  bulletin  boards,  and 
picture  easels. 

After  the  work  nights,  the  teacher 
trainer  and  librarian  work  together 
in  cataloging  and  filing  all  new 
teaching  aids. 


Completing  library  aids  are  (I.  to  r. ) :  Bernarr  Beard  and  Eileen 
Caldwell.  Ann  Jewkes,  Doone  Larson  and  Meriam  Beard  mount 

and  title  pictures. 


In  East  Jordan  Stake,  each  ward  library  is  the  responsibility  of 
every  member.  Here  two  brethren  select,  sort,  trim  and  mount 

their  ward's  pictures. 


';;■ 


As  part  of  their  teacher  training,  Naomi  Anderson  and  Kay  Mc- 
Namara  are  typing  picture  names  and  index  numbers. 


Irene  CampbeU,  a  teacher-training  class   member,  files   large 
mounted  pictures  in  a  specially  built  filing  case. 
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On  seeing  the  promised  land,  their  hearts  were  filled. 

rVnE  third  picture  in  the  Book  of  Mormon  series  by 
Arnold  Friberg  is  "Young  Nephi  Subdues  His  Re- 
bellious Brothers";  the  fourth,  "Lehi  and  His  People 
Arrive  in  the  Promised  Land."  The  first  of  these 
demonstrates  the  victory  of  Nephi' s  beautiful,  bound- 
less faith  over  his  brothers'  doubts,  suspicions,  anger 
and  fears.  The  other  discloses  the  happy  outcome  of 
that  long,  unwavering  course  of  pure  faith  pursued  by 
Nephi. 


"YOUNG  NEPHI  SUBDUES  HIS  REBELLIOUS 
BROTHERS" 

In  Nephi,  Lehi's  youngest  son,  we  may  observe  the  steps 
in  the  cultivation  of  faith.  The  root  was  his  "great 
desires  to  know  the  mysteries  of  God,  .  .  ."  What  did 
he  do  about  these  great  desires?  He  "did  cry  unto  the 
Lord;  .  .  ."  The  result?  Belief.  The  Lord  "did  soften  my 
heart  that  I  did  believe  all  the  words  .  .  .  spoken  by  my 
father.;  ..."  (1  Nephi  2:16.) 

The  Lord  said,  "Blessed  art  thou,  Nephi,  because  of 
thy  faith,  for  thou  hast  sought  me  diligently,  with  lowliness 
of  heart."  Yes,  Nephi  had  persistence  —  a  very  important 
part  of  the  faith  process  and  humility— another  necessary 
factor.  It  is  the  humble  who  truly  seek  and  greatly  learn. 
(1  Nephi  2:19.)    Next  came  obedience  and  works. 

The  Lord  commanded  Nephi  to  construct  a  ship, 
after  the  manner  which  God  would  show  him,  that  the 
company  might  sail  across  the  waters. 

Obediently  Nephi  made  "a  bellows  wherewith  to  blow 
the  fire,  of  the  skins  of  beasts;  .  .  ."  and  he  smote  two 
stones  together  to  make  fire.  (1  Nephi  17:11.)  Then  he 
made  tools  of  the  ore  molten  from  the  rock. 

Instead  of  helping,  his .  brothers,  doubting  and  angry, 
wished  to  throw  him  into  the  sea.  But  Nephi  said,  "I 
/  command  that  ye  touch  me  not,  for  I  am  filled  with  the 
power  of  God,  even  unto  the  consuming  of  my  flesh;  and 
whoso  shall  lay  his  hands  upon  me  shall  wither  everi  as 
a  dry  reed;  .  .  . 

"If  God  .  .  .  should  command  me  that  I  should  say 
unto  this  water,  be  thou  earth,  it  should  be  earth  .  .  . 

"And  now,  if  the  Lord  has  such  great  power,  .  .  .  how 
is  it  that   he  cannot  instruct  me,  that   I  should   build  a. 
ship?"  (1  Nephi  17:48,  50,  51.) 

Later  Nephi  stretched  forth  his  hand  toward  his 
brethren,  and  the  Lord  shook  them,  and  they  knew  it 
was  by  His  power.  They  fell  down  to  worship  Nephi,  but 
he  would  not  allow  that.  He  said,  "I  am  thy  .  .  .  younger 
brother;  wherefore,  worship  the  Lord  thy  God,  and  honor 
thy  father  and  thy  mother,  .  .  ."  (1  Nephi  17:55.) 

Observe  the  vertical  composition  of  the  picture,  the 
upright  forked  branch,  the  figure  of  Nephi,  the  grouped 
brothers;  the  work  clothing  of  Nephi  and  the  more  ele- 
gant robes  of  Laman  and  Lemuel.  Note  the  brothers' 
dramatic  attitudes  of  fear  and  the  look  of  command  in  the 
face  and  figure  of  Nephi. 

(Cut  out  and  paste  on  back  of  mounted  picture,) 


Colored  Picture  Article 

Their  Boundless  Faith 
Brought  Victories 

By  Ramona   W.  Cannon 


"LEHI  AND  HIS  PEOPLE  ARRIVE  IN  THE 
PROMISED  LAND" 

After  Nephi  had  finished  the  ship,  his  "brethren  beheld 
that  it  was  good,  and  that  the  workmanship  thereof 
was  exceeding  fine;  wherefore,  they  did  humble  them- 
selves again  before  the  Lord."  (1  Nephi  18:4.) 

The  group  went  down  into  the  ship  and  were  driven 
forth  before  the  wind  toward  the  promised  land. 

But  after  many  days,  Nephi's  "brethren  and  the  sons 
of  Ishmael  and  also  their  wives  began  to  make  themselves 
merry,  .  .  .  yea,  they  were  lifted  unto  exceeding  rude 
ness."  (1  Nephi  18:9.) 

Fearing  that  the  Lord,  angered  by  their  sacrilegious 
behavior,  would  cause  them  to  be  swallowed  up  in  the 
depths  of  the  sea,  Nephi  began  to  speak  to  them  with 
much  soberness.  Laman  and  Lemuel  bound  him  with 
cords  so  firmly  that  he  could  not  move  and  treated  him 
with^  much  harshness.  The  Lord  permitted  this  so  that 
He  "might  show  forth  his  power,  unto  the  fulfilling  of  His 
word  which  he  had  spoken  concerning  the  wicked."  ( 1 
Nephi  18:11.) 

The  Liahona  or  compass  prepared  by  the  Lord,  now 
ceased  to  work;  the  waves  threatened  to  swallow  them  and 
the  ship  was  driven  back  upon  the  waters  for  four  days. 
As  usual,  Laman  and  Lemuel  became  humble  when 
frightened  by  the  prospect  of  death,  so  they  loosed  the 
bands  around  Nephi's  wrists  and  ankles.  They  were 
"swollen  exceedingly"  and  the  soreness  was  great.  ( 1 
Nephi  18:15.) 

"Nevertheless,"  says  Nephi,  "I  did  look  unto  my  God, 
and  I  did  praise  him  all  the  day  long;  and  I  did  not 
murmur  against  the  Lord  because  of  mine  afflictions." 
(1  Nephi  18:16.) 

This  shows  the  completion  of  the  pattern  of  Nephi's 
faith.  He  could  bear  adversity  without  murmuring  or 
accusing  God  of  being  unkind  to  him.  It  is  at  this  point 
that  the  faith  of  many  human  beings  weakens.  They  feel 
that  God  must  always  be  showing  them  favors. 

Nephi  took  the  compass,  and  it  began  to  work  again. 
After  he  had  prayed,  the  winds  ceased;  and  the  storm 
ceased.  There  was  a  great  calm.  Nephi  guided  the  ship, 
and  they  again  sailed  toward  the  promised  land. 

When  they  arrived,  Nephi  prophesied  that  if  the  in- 
habitants shoidd  serve  God,  this  should  be  a  land  of 
liberty  unto  them;  and  they  should  never  be  brought 
down  into  captivity.  But  if  iniquity  should  abound, 
cursed  would  be  the  land  for  their  sakes;  for  unto  the 
righteous  it  shall  be  blessed  forever. 

In  the  picture,  observe  the  wild  eagerness  of  the 
worldly  members  of  the  group  and  the  great  contrast  in 
the  thoughtful  expression  of  Nephi;  and  Lehi,  holding  the 
Liahona  as  a  symbol  of  God's  guidance,  with  his  eyes 
fixed  on  the  heavens,  his  whole  soul  going  out  in  a  prayer 
of  thanksgiving.  Sariah's  -attitude  suggests  that  follow- 
ing the  guidance  of  her  beloved  husband  has  brought 
them  all  to  a  blessed  outcome.  Her  facial  expression  is 
remarkable. 

( Cut  out  and  paste  on  hack  of  mounted  picture. ) 


Suggestions  for  Use: 

These  pictures  could  be  useful  in  any  lesson  where 
faith  is  brought  in  in  any  way.  They  are  especially  use- 
ful for  Book  of  Mormon  lessons. 
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TH'E.  INSTRUCTOR 


YOUNG  NEPHI  SUBDUES  HIS  REBELLIOUS  BROTHERS 


LEHI  AND  HIS  PEOPLE  ARRIVE  IN  THE  PROMISED  LAND 


A  Flannelboard  Story 


The  llpndcr  of  that  first  light 


Tt  was   Christmas,   a  wonderful  Christmas;   and  the 

world  was  awed  by  the  beauty  and  the  wonder  of 
it  all.  Strange  things  were  happening  both  in  America 
and  in  Palestine,  and  both  told  the  same  story  to  the 
people  who  would  watch  and  listen. 

On  this  night,  as  they  sat  in  the  stillness,  on  the  hills 
of  Judea,  some  shepherds  were  startled  to  see  an  angel 
appear  to  them!  It  was  an  angel  of  the  Lord,  come  to 
tell  them  the  news  for  which  the  world  had  been  wait- 
ing for  hundreds  and  hundreds  of  years. 

"And  the  angel  said  unto  them,  Fear  not:  for,  be- 
hold, I  bring  you  good  tidings  of  great  joy,  which 
shall  be  to  all  people. 

"For  unto  you  is  born  this  day  in  the  city  of  David 
[Bethlehem]  a  Saviour,  which  is  Christ  the  Lord. 

"And  this  shall  be  a  sign  unto  you;  Ye  shall  find  the 
babe  wrapped  in  swaddling  clothes,  lying  in  a  manger. 

"And  suddenly  there  was  with  the  angel  a  multitude 
of  the  heavenly  host  praising  God,  and  saying,  . 

"Glory  to  God  in  the  highest,  and  on  earth  peace, 
good  will  toward  men.  ( End  of  Scene  1. ) 

"And  it  came  to  pass  as  the  angels  were  gone  away 
from  them  into  heaven,  the  shepherds  said  one  to 
another,  Let  us  now  go  even  unto  Bethlehem,  and  see 
this  thing  which  is  come  to  pass,  which  the  Lord  hath 
made  known  unto  us, 

"And  they  came  with  haste,  and  found  Mary  and 
Joseph,  and  the  babe  lying  in  a  manger. 

"And  when  they  had  seen  it,  they  made  known 
abroad  the  saying  which  was  told  them  concerning 
this  child. 

"And  all  they  that  heard  it  wondered  at  those  things 
which  were  told  them  by  the  shepherds. 

"But  Mary  kept  all  these  things,  and  pondered  them 
in  her  heart. 

"And  the  shepherds  returned,  glorifying  and  prais- 
ing God  for  all  the  things  that  they  had  heard  and  seen, 
as  it  was  told  unto  them."  {Luke  2:10-20.) 

But  the  shepherds  could  not  tell 
their  glad  news  to  everybody.  They 
had  no  radios,  television  sets,  or ' 
other  means  by  which  they  could 
let  others  far  away  know  that  Jesus, 
the  son  of  God,  had  been  born  in 
Bethlehem  on  that  night.  (End  of 
Scene  II.) 

To  the  people  who  had  been  read- 
ing and  studying  God's  word,  how- 
ever, no  such  means  of  communica- 
tion was  needed.  God  had  told  them 
long  before  exactly  what  would  hap- 
pen on  that  night  and  how  they 
would  know. 


By  Marie  R  Felt 


God  had  promised  that  on  the  night  of  Jesus'  birth 
a  bright,  new  star  would  appear  in  the  sky;  and  it  did. 
These  wonderful,  wise  men  from  the  east  recognized 
it  as  God's  sign  and  started  out  to  find  the  precious 
babe.  It  lead  them  right  to  Jerusalem  where  they  asked 
the  question,  "Where  is  he  that  is  born  King  of  the 
Jews?  for  we  have  seen  his  star  in  the  east,  and  are  come 
to  worship  him."  (Matthew  2:2.) 

King  Herod  did  not  know,  however,  where  the  baby 
Jesus  was.  The  Bible  tells  us  that  "the  star,  which  they 
saw  in  the  east,  went  before  them,  till  it  came  and  stood 
over  where  the  young  child  was. 

"When  they  saw  the  star,  they  rejoiced  with  ex- 
ceeding great  joy.  (End  of  Scene  111.) 

"And  when  they  were  come  into  the  house,  they  saw 
the  young  child  with  Mary  his  mother,  and  fell  down, 
and  worshipped  him:  and  when  they  had  opened  their 
treasures,  they  presented  unto  him  gifts:  gold  and 
frankincense,  and  myrrh."  (Matthew  2:9-11.)  (End  of 
Scene  IV.) 

There  were  other  people,  however,  who  knew  of 
Jesus'  birth,  but  they  were  too  far  away  to  come  to 
Bethlehem  to  show  their  love  and  gratitude.  These 
people  were  the  Nephites  and  the  Lamanites  in  far- 
off  America.  They  too  had  their  prophets  to  tell  them 
the  things  which  God  would  have  them  know. 

It  was  Samuel,  the  Lamanite,  who,  five  years  before 
the  Saviour's  birth,  stood  upon  the  walls  of  the  great 
city  of  Zarahemla  to  tell  them  of  this  great  event.  He 
said,  "And  behold,  this  will  I  give  unto  you  for  a  sign 
at  the  time  of  his  coming;  for  behold,  there  shall  be 
great  lights  in  heaven,  insomuch  that  in  the  night  be- 
fore he  cometh  there  shall  be  no  darkness,  insomuch 
that  it  shall  appear  unto  man  as  if  it  was  day. 

"Therefore,  there  shall  be  one  day  and  a  night  and 
a  day,  as  if  it  were  one  day  and  there  were  no  night; 
and  this  shall  be  unto  you  for  a  sign;  for  ye  shall  know 
of  the  rising  of  the  sun  and  also  of  its  setting;  therefore 
they,  shall  know  of  a  surety  that  there  shall  be  two  days 
and  a  night;  nevertheless  the  night  shall  not  be  dark- 
ened; and  it  shall  be  the  night  before  he  is  born. 

"And  behold,  there  shall  a  new  star  arise,  such  an 
one  as  ye  never  have  beheld;  and  this  also  shall  be  a 
sign  unto  you."  (Helaman  14:3-5.)  (End  of  Scene  V.) 

"And  it  came  to  pass  that  there  was  no  darkness  in 
all  that  night,  but  it  was  as  light  as  though  it  was  mid- 
day. And  it  came  to  pass  that  the  sun  did  rise  in  the 
morning  again,  according  to  its  proper  order;  and  they 
knew  that  it  was  the  day  that  the  Lord  should  be  born, 
because  of  the  sign  which  had  been  given. 

"And  it  came  to  pass  also  that  a  new  star  did  appear, 
according  to  the  word."  (3  Nephi  1:19,  21.) 

Thus  came  Christmas  to  America  as  well   as  to 
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Palestine,  and  greater  love  fills  our  hearts  as  we  remem- 
ber. (End  of  Scene  VI.) 

Suggestions  for  Use: 

This  story  may  be  used  in  connection  with  the  fol- 
lowing lessons: 

Course  No.  2:  Dec.  12,  1954,  "I  Learn  about  the 

Birth  of  Jesus." 
Course  No.  6:  Dec.  12,  1954,  "How  to  Celebrate 
Christmas." 

Pictures: 

Standard  Publishing  Co.  pictures  available  are: 

No.  301,  "The  Baby  Jesus"; 

No.  497,  "Arrival  of  the  Shepherds"; 

No.  412,  "The  Wise  Men." 
Cover  picture  on  the  November  Instructor  of  Samuel 
the  Lamanite  teaching  from  the  Walls  of  Zarahemla. 

How  To  Present  Flannelboard  Story: 

Those  teachers  desiring  to  enrich  their  lessons  dealing  with 
the  Nativity  will  find  that  a  flannelboard  presentation  will  give 
most  satisfying  results.  However,  some  careful  prior  preparation 
is  required. 

Details  on  how  to  prepare  the  board  and  figures  can  be 
found  in  the  Teaching  Aids  and  Library  Guidebook,  page  48,  or 
the  May,  1954,  Instructor,  page  146.     - 

Preparing  Cast  of  Characters 

Because  of  the  large  number  of  characters  needed  and  the 
scenes  required,  only  Samuel  the  Lamanite  preaching  from  the 
walls  of  Zarahemla  is  shown.  You  must  furnish  the  other 
characters  which  will  include:  The  baby  Jesus,  Mary,  Joseph,  the 
shepherds  (3  or  4),  a  flock  of  sheep,  a  large  angel  and  heavenly 
host,  wise  men  on  camels,  wise  men  kneeling,  and  an  older 
baby  Jesus  if  you  wish.  A  large  star  and  a  sun  will  be  needed 
for  the  story  as  well.  These  can  be  supplied  by  cutting  out 
colored  pictures  from  the  picture  packets,  old  Instructors,  and 
pictures  from  other  sources. 

Mount  them  on  flannel  or  sandpaper,  trim  to  fit  shape  of  cut- 
out.  If  sandpaper  is  used,  be  sure  sanded  side  is  out. 

A  complete  cast  of  characters  already  colored,  die-cut,  and 
felt-backed  ready  for  use  can  be  ordered  from  the  Deseret 
Book  Company,  44  East  South  Temple,  Salt  Lake  City  1,  Utah. 
Prepared  by  the  Scripture  Press,  434  South  Wabash  Avenue, 
Chicago,  111.,  under  the  title  of  "Christmas,"  it  is  adapted  for 
use  with  this  story,  or  it  can  be  used  separately.  The  price  is 
$1.25.  (The  angels  are  without  wings,  and  no  one  has  a  halo!) 
Your  own  local  book  store  may  be  able  to  supply  this  or  a 
similar  set  for  you. 

Cut  out  Samuel  the  Lamanite  and  the  listening  crowd.  Color 
them  with  water  colors  or  crayons.  Glue  on  flannel  and  trim  for 
use  in  Scene  V. 

As  a  suggestion,  put  those  characters  you  need  for  each 
scene  in  a  separate,  large  envelope  or  clip  them  together  with  a 
paper  clip.  When  figures  are  used  for  more  than  one  scene,  put 
them  with  those  you  use  first. 

Making  Backgrounds  for  Scenes 

Cut  sky  of  dark-blue  flannel  and  ground  of  green  flannel. 
Place  these  on  flannelboard  and  then  add  stars  in  night  sky.  Use 
this  for  Scenes  I  and  HI. 

On  a  sheet  of  wrapping  paper  draw  a  stable  interior.  Trans- 
fer scene  to  tan  or  fight-brown  flannel.  Cut  out  flannel  to  permit 
night  sky  and  stars  to  be  seen  through  windows  and  doorways. 
Attach  stable  with  thumbtacks  or  safety  pins  to  top  edge  of 
board,  fold  it  over  out  of  sight  ready  for  Scene  II. 

In  Scene  TV,  use  plain  white  flannel  on  your  board  for 
indoor  picture. 

For  Scene  V,  use  a  piece  of  light-blue  flannel  for  the  sky. 
Place  Samuel  on  a  wall  of  tan  flannel  with  the  design  shown  in 
Sketch  1  traced  on  it  with  crayon. 

In  the  final  scene,  VI,  show  white  flannel  and  sun.  Then 
show  dark-blue  flannel  used  in  Scene  I  and  III  for  night  sky 
effect.  Use  with  this  final  scene  the  giant  star. 

Order  of  Episodes 

Present  scenes  in  this  order: 
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Scene  I: 

Scenery— Dark-blue  sky  with  stars  shining.    Ground  is 

green. 
Action— Shepherds  are  tending  their  flock  of  sheep  on 

a  Judean  hillside.    An  angel  appears  to  them  and 

announces  the  Saviour's  birth.    A  multitude  joins. 

him  in  praising  God. 

Scene  II: 

Scenery— Brown  stable  over  sky  and  ground  of  Scene  I. 
Giant  star  shines  through  a  window. 

Action— Shepherds  go  to  Bethlehem  to  see  baby  Jesus. 
They  see  him  lying  in  a  manger  as  foretold.  In- 
clude some  sheep  or  other  animals  in  this  stable 
scene  if  you  elect. 

Scene  HI: 

Scenery— Same  as  for  Scene  I.  Giant  star  is  added. 
Action— Wise  men  go  to  Jerusalem  and  inquire  about 

Baby  Jesus.    Herod  does  not  know.    Star  leads 

them  to  Bethlehem. 

Scene  TV: 

Scenery— Plain  flannel  on  your  board  will  do  for  this 

indoor  scene. 
Action— Wise  men  come  in,  see  Baby  Jesus,  fall  down 

and  worship  him.    They  give  him  gifts. 

Scene  V: 

Scenery— Light-blue  flannel  for  sky,  tan  flannel  with 

design  drawn  on  it  for  wall.    Flannel  wall  reaches 

from  one  edge  of  the  board  to  the  other. 
Action— Samuel  the  Lamanite  preaches  to  the  gathered 

crowd.  Tells  of  signs  that  will  come  to  pass  in  five 

years. 

Scene  VI: 

Scenery— Plain  white  of  basic  flannel  board  covering. 
After  sun  crosses  from  one  edge  of  the  board  to 
the  other  twice,  place  dark-blue  flannel  back  on 
board.   Add  giant  star. 

Action— A  great  light  appears  in  the  heavens.  White 
flannel  represents  this.  Two  days  and  one  night 
appear  as  one  day.  There  is  no  darkness.  Move 
sun  across  white  board  twice.  Be  sure  that  stu- 
dents understand  that  there  is  no  darkness  at 
night  between  suns. 

A  new  star  appears.  Place  dark-blue  flannel  on 
board,  then  place  the  giant  star  in  its  center. 
Finish  story  with  star  holding  the  students'  at- 
tention. 


Sketch  1,  Samuel  the  Lamanite  tells  of  the  signs. 

'THE     INSTRUCTOR 


Place  these  characters  and  properties  as  shown  opposite  in  Sketch  I.  Color,  back  with  flannel  or  sandpaper,  and  cut 

out  to  use  in  Scene  V. 
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Superintendents 


Why  a  Class  Librarian? 


By  General  Superintendent  George  R.  Hill 


At  a  regional  conference  of  stake 
"^  superintendents  on  Aug.  8,  the 
question  was  asked,  "Why  should  a 
librarian  be  chosen  as  one  of  the 
class  officers  when  there  is  nothing 
for  a  librarian  to  do?" 

The  answer:  First— children  and 
older  folk  grow  in  enthusiastic  testi- 
mony and  develop  spirituality  in 
direct  proportion  to  the  specific  Sun- 
day School  assignments  they  are 
asked  to  fill.  A  president,  two  coun- 
selors, secretary  and  librarian  for 
each  Senior  Sunday  School  class 
gives  five  class  members  a  specific 
opportunity  to  function,  provided 
the  superintendency  and  class  teach- 
er are  alert  in  creating  opportunities 
for  utilizing  this  help.  These  officers 
should  function  for  a  few  months, 


the  length  of  time  varying  with  the 
size  of  the  class.  Hopefully,  all  class 
members  should  have  the  oppor- 
tunity to  so  function  in  each  two  year 
period. 

Second— it  has  long  been  the  hope 
of  the  General  Superintendency  that 
in  addition  to  visual  aids,  each  Sun- 
day School  library  could  be  pro- 
vided with  a  Bible  and  a  triple 
combination  of  the  Book  of  Mormon, 
Doctrine  and  Covenants  and  Pearl 
of  Great  Price  for  each  Sunday 
School  class.  What  a  help  in  be- 
coming acquainted  with  the  scrip- 
tures it  would  be  to  have  some  mem- 
ber of  the  class  turn  to  the  scrip- 
tural references  used  in  the  lesson 
and  read  them  to  the  class! 

Elsewhere  in  this  issue  is  a  letter 


from  President  A.  Hamer  Reiser  of 
the  British  Mission  commenting  on 
the  advantage  of  scriptural  memori- 
zation as  preparation  for  effective 
missionary  work. 

How  helpful  it  would  be  if  such 
passages  of  scripture  could  be  grad- 
ually memorized  in  class  from 
Course  No.  6  on!  What  a  help  to  the 
person  would  be  these  memorized 
scriptures  and  the  resulting  visual 
image  of  where  they  are  found! 

What  better  assignment  for  class 
librarians  than  to  have  them  go  to 
the  Sunday  School  librarian  before 
Sunday  School,  get  these  precious 
books  and  other  needed  teaching 
and  visual  aids  required  for  the 
class  that  day  and  return  them  to  the 
Sunday  School  librarian  at  the  close 
of  Sunday  School! 


Charted  Goals  Increase  Performance 


By  Al  C   Wendelboe* 

Tn  January,  1954,  our  Moapa  (Nevada  and  Arizona) 
*  Stake  Sunday  School  superintendency  was  not  at  all 
satisfied  with  the  Sunday  School  performance  of  1953. 
(See  stake  performance  chart  for  1953,  Chart  No.  1.) 

In  considering  this  matter,  we  met  with  the  stake 
presidency  and  high  councilman.  They  okeyed  our 
plan  to  go  into  each  ward  and  have  a  meeting  with 
the  superintendency  and  the  bishopric.  In  this  meeting 
with  each  ward,  we  had  a  chart  snowing  their  individ- 
ual performance  for  the  past  year.  (See  ward  chart  for 
1953,  Chart  No.  2.) 

It  took  two  months,  January  and  February  to  meet 
with  all  14  wards  and  set  goals  for  each.  We  did  not 
urge  them  into  setting  a  high  goal  just  so  it  would  look 
good.  We  tried  to  be  realistic  and  set  goals  for  each 
that  could  be  attained.  The  chart  of  ward  goals  for 
1954  gives  a  picture  of  one  ward's  objectives.  (See  Chart 
No.  3.)  Then  averaging  all  the  wards  objectives,  the 
stake  goal  chart  for  1954  is  the  result.  (See  Chart  No. 

4.) 

At  the  time  the  goals  were  set,  a  progression  chart 

was  given  to  each  ward,  so  they  could  see  month  by 

month  just  how  they  were  doing.    These  progression 

charts  show  just  what  the  progress  has  been  the  first 

six  months.    They  also  show  immediately  where  any 

ward  is   falling   down.    Whenever   we  have   noticed 

»Moapa  Stake  Sunday  School  superintendent. 


weaknesses,  we  have  gone  right  to  the  ward  superin- 
tendency and  encouraged  them  to  do  something  about 
it  (See  Ward  Chart  No.  5  and  Stake  Chart  No.  6.) 

On  a  stake  basis,  the  stake  attendance  has  climbed 
from  37%  to  44%.  We  should  have  no  trouble  getting  the 
51%  which  is  the  goal  for  1954.  (See  Chart  No.  7.) 

On  a  ward  basis,  the  Bunkerville  Ward,  our  top 
performance  ward,  shows  a  remarkable  attendance  of 
71%  and  also  shows  outstanding  performance  in  most 
Sunday  School  activities.  They  have  already  exceeded 
their  goals  and  are  continuing  to  climb.  (See  Chart  No. 
8.   For  Charts  No.  7  and  8,  see  page  310.) 

On  a  class  basis,  there  is  one  class  that  has  an 
average  attendance  of  22  out  of  25  enrolled.  The 
teacher  with  her  22  active  students  are  going  to  put 
forth  every  effort  to  get  those  3  inactive  pupils  out, 
thereby  getting  100%  in  this  class.  Twenty-two  out  of 
25  is  a  marvelous  attendance,  but  who  are  we  to  say 
that  those  other  3  children  should  not  be  taught  the 
Gospel. 

If  it  were  not  for  the  monthly  reports  we  have  now, 
I  don't  think  we  could  have  accomplished  nearly  as 
much  as  we  have.   They  are  truly  informative;  and  if 
we  will  use  the  information  that  is  thus  made  available 
there  is  no  end  to  what  can  be  accomplished. 

In  our  analysis  of  the  problems  involved,  we  find 
without  exception  the  following  two  conditions: 
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1.  Where  there  is  good  performance  on  the  part 
of  the  superintendency,  there  is  good  performance 
on  the  part  of  the  faculty. 

2.  Where  there  is  good  performance  on  the  part  of 
the  faculty,  there  is  good  Sunday  School  per- 
formance throughout. 

Most  of  our  teachers  seem  to  be  fired  with  enthusi- 
asm. They  not  only  see  the  need  to  teach  their  classes 
well,  but  they  also  see  the  necessity  for  doing  every- 
thing possible  to  get  all  the  students  in  attendance.  ■ 


CHART  No.    1 

I4SB 

iHALISIi 

CBill 

MOAPA  STAKE 

YEAR       1953 

p  t 

1 
PKnr.flTAOLS  ATTAIIH) 

s 

JO  j  15^20  LSsJso 

Mi 

4(t 

4fi 

in 

SS 

Ml 

65 

70 

Ti 

HI 

m 

•in 

-9Sj 

int 

SUNDAY  SCHOOL 
ATTEtEAHCE 

I 

NUMBER  OF 

SK  MIN.  TALIS 

ATTENDANCE  AT                        "j 
PRAYER  MEETINGS 

II 

ATTENDANCE  AT 
FACULTY  MEETINGS 

NUMBER  OF  FACULTY 
tEETINGS  HELD 

mill 

ATTENDANCE  AT 
UNION  IEETINGS 

ATTENDANCE  AT 
S.   S.  CONVENTION 

V-"!::":;:-:'                      \                           .                                              ■■■'..:::                    ■        .       ■ 

« 

number  of  superintendents' 
heekly  council  ieetings 

:.'■:"     '■■>■'       ;■•'                    . 

NO.  OF  TIIES  S.  S. 
STARTED  ON  THE 

IS.  OF  TIIES  FULL 
CLASS  THE  ALLOWED 

SS 

I 

C/iort  i 


CHABT     No.   3 

lilt 

AKALISIS 

CBABI 

BUNKERVILLE  WARE          MOAPA  STAKE 

GOALS  FOR  YEAR     19?+ 

n 

PERCENTAGES  ATTAItTTJ 

lo.lis  ,|«>  125  |ao  |as  L^1,ffii,al,fflJuMUiM 

70 

75 

SUTDAY  SaiCOL 
ATTENDANCE 

NUMBER  OF 

25  KIN.  TALK 

attendance  at 
prayer  meetings 

■■■■■■     '  :  ■                                                                         ■,.'; 

ATTENDANCE  AT 
FACULTY  MEETINGS 

' 

NUMBER  OF  FACULTY 
MEETINGS  HELD 

ATTENDANCE  AT 

UNION  MEETINGS                   * 

ATTENDANCE  AT 
S.  S.  CONVENTION 

§ 

NIKBER  OF  SUPERINTENDEITS 
HEEIXY  COUNCIL  MEETINGS 

NO.  OF  TIMES  S.  S. 
STARTED  OH  THE 

NO.  OF  TIMES  FULL 
CLASS  TIKE  ALLOIIED 

5?  |~l 

CHABT   No.    5 


3UNKEBVILLE  WARD 


MOftPA    5TAKE 


PROGRESSION    CHART   FOB  YEAR    1=5!, 


ATTENDANCE  AT 
PEAYER  lEETIHGS 


ATTaDATtJ  AT 
FACULTY  KEETUSS 


meet:  of  faculty 

reZTMS  HELD 


ATTEJDANCE  AT 
U1II0N  LlEETIriGS 


tluUBER  OF  SOPEBWTEKDENrS 
HEEIXY  COUNCIL,  IEETINGS 


ATTENDANCE  AT 
S.   S.  CONVENTION 


NO.  OF  TILES  S.  S. 

STARTED  ON  Til 


HO.  OF  TIIES  FULL 
CLASS  THE  ALUOMD 


70 


70 


100  too 


70 


100 


100 


100 


SB 


100 


100 


60 


100 


100 


75 


100 


100 


61 


71 


100 


loo  ice 


100  100 


100 


100 


100 


6o 


17 


100 


71 


57 


Chart  5 


We  have  a  wonderful  group  of  people  in  Sunday 
School  work  in  the  Moapa  Stake.  They  are  enthusiastic, 
dependable,  studious,  and,  most  important,  prayerful 
and  humble. 

If  anything  unusual  has  been  accomplished,  it  is 
through  the  combined  efforts  of  all  stake  and  ward 
Sunday  School  workers. 

If  we  put  all  our  imperfections  completely  at  God's 
disposal  great  things  can  be  accomplished. 
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Secretaries 


When  Should  Bishoprics  Be  Counted? 


By  General  Secretary  Richard  E.  Folland 


Are  Bishoprics  Counted? 

C\      Should  the  bishopric  be  count- 
ed in  the  prayer  meeting  and 
preparation  meeting  when  figuring 
the  percentage  attending? 

—East  Long  Beach  (Calif.)  Stake. 

A.  If  members  of  your  bishopric 
do  not  attend  preparation  meetings, 
they  need  not  be  counted  in  the  total 
number  of  officers  and  teachers,  The 
same  rule  applies  to  faculty  meeting 
and  other  meetings  called  by  the 
superintendency.  In  other  words, 
if  you  have  a  total  number  of  20  reg- 
ular officers  and  teachers  of  the  Sun- 
day School  and  23  including  mem- 
bers of  the  bishopric,  but  none  of 
the  bishopric  attend  preparation 
meetings,  then  just  figure  your  per- 
centage on  the  basis  of  your  20  regu- 
lar officers  and  teachers. 


Where  Are  Records  Sent? 

Q.  Are  there  some  specific  in- 
structions some  place  for  sending 
records  to  the  historians  office? 
Some  wards  have  accumulated  rec- 
ords for  several  years  back,  and  we 
don't  know  what  to  do  with  them. 
—North  Carbon  (Utah)  Stake. 

A.  Page  18  of  The  Sunday  School 
Handbook  states  that  the  completed 
minute  books  should  be  sent  to  the 
Church  Historian's  office  within  one 
year  after  completion.  Copy  of  let- 
ter of  instructions  will  be  found  on 
pages  3  and  4  of  every  Sunday 
School  minute  book. 


Attitude  On  Excused  Absences? 

Q.  We  would  like  to  know  the 
ChurcKs  attitude  pertaining  to  ex- 
cused absences,  as  follows: 

1.  Visiting    other    wards    in    the 
same  stake, 


2.  Vacations  out  of  the  stake, 

3.  Sickness, 

4.  Sickness  of  members  of  family, 

5.  Miscellaneous  excuses^ 
—Grand  Coulee  (Wash.)  Stake. 

A.  Stake  board  members  are  to 
be  enrolled  in  their  respective  age- 
group  classes  in  their  own  wards  and 
marked  as  being  stake  board  mem- 
bers and  excused  from  attendance 
at  Sunday  School  when  they  are  on 
official  visits  to  other  wards  within 
the  stake.  When  board  members  or 
any  other  members  are  away  on  va- 
cations, they  are  excused  from  at- 
tendance. Sickness  and  sickness  in 
the  family  or  other  miscellaneous 
excuses  are  handled  in  the  same 
manner,  assuming,  of  course,  that 
the  excuses  are  legitimate.  No  mem 
ber  is  supposed  to  be  marked  pres- 
ent if  they  are  not  present.  The 
purpose  of  marking  them  excused  is 
that  they  have  had  the  thoughtful- 
ness  of  sending  in  an  excuse  for  their 
absence. 


CHARTED  GOALS  INCREASE  PERFORMANCE 

( Concluded  from  preceding  page. ) 
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Hymn  for  the  Month  of  December 


"The  First  Noel" 


FjECEMBER,  1954,  "The  First  Noel," 
Hymns— Church  of  Jesus  Christ 
of  Latter-day  Saints,  No.  39. 

FOR  CHORISTERS:  This  Christ- 
mas carol  is  a  true  folk  song  having 
traditional  words  and  music.  Most 
authorities  believe  it  originated  in 
France  during  the  16th  century; 
however,  England  also  claims  the 
carol. 

The  text  of  the  verse  tells  of  the 
shepherds  while  the  word,  "Noel,"  is 
derived  from  the  Latin  word,  "Nat- 
alie," meaning  birth. 

The  tune  of  this  carol  is  simple. 
It  is  made  up  of  an  eight-measure 
theme  and  is  repeated  three  times. 
It  would  be  wise  to  direct  some  at- 
tention to  the  numerous  slurs  that 
ccur  throughout  this  carol.  Be  sure 
to  sing  the  eighth-note  slurs  as  two 
equal  eighth  notes.  This  will  help 
to  maintain  the  dignity  of  the  se- 
lection. 

A  moderate  rate  of  speed  and  ac- 
curacy of  notation  will  improve  the 
musical  performance  and  help  to 
avoid  "dragging"  which  is  so  com- 
mon in  this  particular  number. 

—Vernon  J.  LeeMaster. 

FOR  ORGANISTS:  This  beauti- 
ful Christmas  hymn  is  just  as  easy 
to  sing  as  it  is  difficult  to  play.  It 
need  not  be  sung  fast  to  be  jubilant 
in  style,  but  it  will  be  well  to  keep 
it  steady.  Notice  the  metronome 
recommendation.  It  is  rather  mod- 
erate. A  congregation  need  not  sing 
it  as  fast  as  a  small  group  of  glee 
singers  would.  But  the  notes  in 
these  ever  changing  chords  come 
thick  and  fast  for  the  organist;  and 
it  would  be  well  to  practice  playing 
it  on  the  piano,  if  necessary. 

You  may  leave  out  the  pedal 
throughout.  It  is  not  necessary,  nor 
even  appropriate.  In  music  of  such 
light  good  cheer,  the  big  composers, 
Haydn  and  Beethoven,  would  leave 
out  the  contra-bass  in  their  orchestra. 
So  leave  out  the  pedal,  and  play 
with  the  hands  only. 

Do  you  have  a  2-foot  stop?  Then 


use  it  for  its  brightness  and  piquancy. 
Play  medium  loud.  Play  legato,  and 
yet  repeat  all  repeated  notes. 

With  vacations  and  warm  weather 
out  of  the  way  now,  we  might  con- 
sider the  fact  that  it  is  practice  which 
makes  perfection.  Let  us  get  at  it 
right  away  before  winter  and  cold 
chapels  deter  us  from  our  good  res- 
olutions. In  the  matter  of  practicing 
the  best  time  is  always  now. 

Is  your  repertory  of  devotional 
music  limited?    A  few  new  pieces 


will  be  welcome  to  the  listeners. 
Look  over  your  books  of  organ  music 
and  choose  several  pieces  which  you 
should  like  to  master.  Then  begin 
without  delay. 

There  is  usually  no  difficulty  in 
the  availability  of  the  organs  for 
practice  purposes,  though  sometimes 
arrangements  for  practice  time  may 
need  to  be  made  through  the  bishop. 
Early  morning  hours  produce  golden 
results. 

—Alexander  Schreiner. 
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Sacrament   Music    and    Gem 


For  the  Month  of  December 


LEROY  J.  ROBERTSON 


mmi 


rt 


1 


w 


SACRAMENT  GEM 

Jesus  said:  "I  am  come  a  light  into  the  world, 
that  whosoever  believeth  on  me  should  not 
abide  in  darkness." 
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Lesson  Enrichment  Suggestions 


Keeps  Central  Message  Clear 


By  Minnie  E.  Anderson 


Marie  F.  Felt 

Beautifully  Written  for  Children 

Sacred  Stories  for  Children  from 
the  Old  Testament,  by  Marie  Fox 
Felt,  published  by  Deseret  News 
Press,  price  $3.95. 
jy/fARiE  Fox  Felt's  stories  from  the 
Old  Testament  that  have  been 
appearing  monthly  in  The  Instructor, 
are  now  compiled  into  an  impressive 
book,  Sacred  Stories  for  Children 
from  the  Old  Testament. 

Sister  Felt  has  beautifully  trans- 
lated the  thought  content  from  the 
ancient  form  and  structure  of  the 
Old  Testament  into  today's  modern 
language  on  the  child's  level.  The 
author  has  skillfully  kept  in  clear 
relief  the  central  message  of  the 
Bible  record. 

Great  figures  of  the  Bible,  be- 
ginning with  Adam  and  Eve,  take  on 
a  realness.  Abraham,  Isaac,  Jacob, 
Joseph,  Moses,  the  Children  of  Is- 
rael, Ruth  and  Naomi,  Samuel, 
David,  Elijah,  Esther  and  Daniel  be- 
come living  human  beings. 

The  Bible  references  given  by  the 
author  place  the  event  and  character 
in  proper  relationship  in  the  Bible. 
Thirty-two  colored,  8xl0-inch  pic- 
tures complete  the  book. 

Sunday  School  teachers  will  find  this 
hook  worth-while  enrichment  material  for 
Course  No.  S,  "Growing  Spiritually,  Part 
II,"  and  Course  No.  9,  "Leaders  of  the 

Scriptures." 

#      #      » 

About  that  Unpredictable  Boy 

Understanding  Boys,  by  Clarence 
G.  Moser,  published  by  Association 
Press,  New  York,  price  $2.50. 
rFHis  is  a  book  for  both  parents  and 
teachers.  Logical  in  its  state- 
ments, it  is  a  readable  study  of  the 
mental,  physical  and  emotional  de- 
velopment of  the  unpredictable  boy. 

The  author  cites  the  changes  in 
family  life  since  World  War  I.  The 


shrinking  of  the  old-time,  large  fam- 
ily offers  fewer  opportunities  for 
learning  and  experience  in  human 
relationship.  The  lessening  of  home 
labor,  the  ease  of  travel,  the  greater 
freedom  for  individual  development, 
the  numerous  activities  in  the  com- 
munity, the  school  and  church,  loos- 
en family  ties,  take  the  interest  of 
the  family  members  away  from 
home. 

The  writer  discusses  the  boy's 
growth  through  infancy,  childhood 
and  adolescence.  Mr.  Moser  points 
out  that  the  boy's  growth  takes  him 
through  several  stages;  as  he  de- 
velopes  his  behavior  takes  on  a  def- 
inte  pattern. 

"A  boy  is  nature's  answer  to  the 
false  belief  that  there  is  no  such 
thing  as  perpetual  motion,"  Mr. 
Moser  writes.  "In  late  childhood,  he 
seems  to  have  a  million  muscles  to 
keep  him  busy;  and  all  of  them  are 
active.  Teachers  grow  gray  trying 
to  keep  him  quiet,  and  mothers 
never  catch  up  with  the  holes  he 
puts  in  his  clothing.  Up  to  late 
childhood  the  boy  lives  in  a  world 
dominated  by  adults  and  adult 
authority.  He  depends  upon  them 
for  his  security.  This  is  the  base 
from  which  he  is  able  to  go  forward 
in  his  loving  and  learning." 

The  reader  learns  that  as  the  boy 
emerges  from  childhood  into  adoles- 
cent years,  shifting  emotional 
changes  are  busy  within  him.  A 
new  need  is  awakened.  This  cen- 
tral need  is  adequacy,  the  desire  to 
be  accepted  in  a  group  of  his  own 
age  and  sex. 

"This  is  a  period  for  parents  and 
teachers  to  encourage  rather  than 
push.  It  is  a  period  of  shifting  from 
authority  to  guidance.  What  a  boy 
needs  desperately  is  intimate  con- 
tact with  someone  who  can  inter- 
pret religious  values  so  that  he  can 
view  life  with  greater  meaning. 

"The  task  at  hand  then  is  to  use 
a  great  deal  of  understanding;  the 
major  task  of  adults  is  to  be  on  the 
boy's  side  trying  to  understand  his 


personality,  his  problems,  what  he 
is  trying  to  do  and  helping  him  to 
win." 

An  excellent  book  which  can  be  of  great 
benefit  to  all  Sunday  School  teachers  who 
come  in  contact  with  boys. 


Message  to  Judah's  Descendants 

Israel  Do  You  Know?  by  LeGrand 
Richards,  published  by  The  Deseret 
Book  Company,  price  $2.00. 

A  worthy  undertaking  is  this  new 
literary  achievement  of  Elder 
LeGrand  Richards.  Written  as  a 
message  to  the  descendants  of  Ju- 
dah,  it  is  a  splendid  addition  to  the 
growing  list  of  Church  publications. 

The  purpose  of  the  book  is  two- 
fold: to  arouse  Judah  to  the  promises 
made  by  the  Lord  to  Abraham's 
posterity,  and  their  own  responsibil- 
ity toward  the  fulfilling  of  those 
covenants  and  prophecies. 

A  fervent  plea  is  made  by  Elder 
Richards  for  the  Jews  to  search  the 
words  of  the  prophets,  both  ancient 
and  modern,  and  discover  who  they 
are,  what  their  mission  is,  what 
blessings  the  Lord  has  decreed  for 
them  and  what  He  requires  of  them 
for  the  attainment  of  those  blessings. 

In  his  book,  the  author  gives  valu- 
able knowledge  of  the  background 
of  the  twelve  tribes  of  Israel.  So 
thorough  has  been  Elder  Richards' 
research  that  no  question  is  left  in 
the  mind  of  the  reader  as  to  Israel's 
role  in  the  great  redemptive  drama 
of  salvation. 

Elder  Richards  seeks  to  prove  to 
members  of  the  Jewish  race  that 
they  cannot  have  all  the  information 
if  they  have  only  the  record  of  Ju- 
dah, which  is  the  Bible.  Where  is 
the  record  of  Joseph?  The  author 
contends  The  Book  of  Mormon  is 
that  record. 

To  know  and  understand  the  destiny  of 
Israel  is  a  great  help  in  teaching  Bible  and 
Book  of  Mormon  courses.  Teachers  of 
Course  No.  8,  "Stories  of  the  Old  Testa- 
ment" and  Course  No.  28,  "Teachings  of 
the  Book  of  Mormon"  will  be  greatly 
benefited  by  this  book. 
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are  you  a 
Robinson  Crusoe 

teacher? 


By  Wendell  J.  Ash  ton 


npms  story  begins  with  Robinson  Crusoe.    For  years 

he  did  not  see  a  human  being  on  his  lonely  tropical 
isle.  He  lived  alone  with  his  dog,  cats,  parrot  —  and, 
later,  goats. 

Robinson  Crusoe  salvaged  some  articles  from  the 
shipwreck  that  had  cast  him  onto  the  island.  With  his 
raft  he  brought  ashore  a  chest  of  carpenter  tools,  some 
guns,  bullets,  powder  and  other  supplies.  Then  Robin- 
son Crusoe  began  building  himself  a  crude  home  and 
making  other  things  for  himself.  With  a  post,  he 
fashioned  a  calendar.  With  his  ax,  he  shaped  boards 
from  trees  —  one  board  to  a  tree.  He  made  a  table  and 
a  chair,  a  wooden  spade,  clothes  of  skins  and  an  um- 
brella. 

Robinson  Crusoe  was  on  his  own.  He  did  well  by 
himself.  But  he  yearned  for  the  companionship  and 
help  of  others.  It  took  him  so  long  to  make  things 
alone.  He  was  four  days  making  a  chair.  When  it  was 
completed  he  was  dissatisfied  with  it.  He  would  take 
as  long  as  two  days  to  cut  and  bring  home  a  post  for 
building  a  fence. 

Most  of  us  would  probably  enjoy  living  as  Robinson 
Crusoe  did  —  for  a  short  time.  But  not  for  even  one  of 
the  28  years  he  spent  on  the  lonely  island. 

Are  You  a  Robinson  Crusoe? 

Yet  there  are  a  lot  of  Robinson  Crusoes  among  the 
good  Sunday  School  teachers  of  this  Church.  They 
are  striving  to  do  an  effective  job  of  teaching.  They 
know  that  to  make  their  lessons  interesting,  they  should 
enrich  them.  They  know  they  should  give  their  lessons 
the  charm  of  variety.  They  gather  pictures.  They  find 
maps.  They  search  through  the  scriptures,  books,  maga- 
zines and  newspapers  for  illustrative  stories.  They  make 
some  teaching  aids  themselves  —  such  as  groove  boards, 
flannelboards  and  cutouts. 

But  in  all  this  preparation,  these  good  teachers  go 
it  alone  —  like  Robinson  Crusoe.  They  spend  hours 
looking  for  a  picture  of  a  child  in  the  attitude  of  prayer 
to  illustrate  a  lesson  on  faith.  They  may  go  to  consider- 
able personal  expense  to  buy  maps,  charts  or  other 
aids  for  making  their  lessons  more  appealing.  In  all 
their  searching,  they  are  limited  by  the  island  of  their 
own  individual  experience.  That  is  only  part  of  the 
story.  Often  as  not,  the  pictures,  maps  and  other  aids 
are  discarded  or  lost  in  the  basement  or  attic  once  the 
lesson  or  course  is  over.  Like  Robinson  Crusoe's  table, 
teaching  aids  are  used  only  by  one  person— the  teacher 
who  discovered,  made  or  purchased  them. 


ROBINSON  CRUSOE 

He  had  to  "go  it  alone";  do  you? 

Robinson  Crusoe,  until  he  found  Friday,  lived  alone. 
He  lived  in  the  seventeenth  century.  Now,  we  are  in 
the  last  half  of  the  twentieth  century.  Times  have 
changed.  Few  Latter-day  Saint  Sunday  School  teach- 
ers, through  necessity,  need  to  "go  it  alone"  in  gather- 
ing teaching  aids. 

Teachers  can  prepare  their  lessons  easier,  teach 
better  and  save  time  and  money  if  they  are  blessed  with 
a  good,  functioning  Sunday  School  library.  The  pur- 
pose of  the  Sunday  School  library  is  to  provide  a  com- 
mon treasure  chest  of  teaching  aids  for  all  teachers.  Its 
aim  is  to  make  effective,  time-saving  twentieth  century 
teachers  of  "Robinson  Crusoes." 

The  Sunday  School  library's  aim  is  not  to  entirely 
replace  personal  search  for  enrichment  aids  by  teachers 
or  to  require  that  they  pool  all  the  enrichment  material 
they  find.  The  library's  purpose  is  to  reduce  the  time, 
expense  and  trouble  of  the  individual  teacher  in  this 
searching  —  and  at  the  same  time  give  her  a  far  richer 
store  of  helps  than  she  can  possibly  gather  and  house 
herself. 

You  can  say  that  all  of  this  is  well  and  good,  but  in 
your  particular  ward  or  branch  there  is  no  library.  You 
remain  a  "Robinson  Crusoe"  through  no  choice  of  your 
own. 

That  brings  us  to  the  next  point:  how  to  get  a  Sun- 
day School  library  in  your  ward  or  branch. 

Six  Steps  in  Getting  a  Library 

Here  are  the  six  easy  steps: 
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First— see  that  a  capable  librarian  is  called  by  the 
bishop  (or  branch  president).  No  library  will  ever 
succeed  without  a  librarian  who  is  genuinely  interested 
in  library  work.  She  (or  he)  should  like  to  collect 
things.  She  should  be  a  good  organizer,  and  she  should 
be  one  who  sincerely  likes  to  help  others.  No  job  in  the 
ward  (or  branch)  can  help  teaching  more.  The  li- 
brarian should  have  no  other  Church  assignment. 
(There  is  no  objection  to  the  Sunday  School  library's 
becoming  the  ward  or  branch  library.) 

Second— find  a  place  to  house  the  library.  You  need 
not  have  a  special  library  room  in  your  ward  meeting- 
house. Some  of  the  best  libraries  in  the  Church  have 
been  developed  in  forgotten  storerooms;  others  have 
been  created  in  regular  classrooms,  which  continue  to 
serve  classes  during  the  lesson  period.  The  important 
thing  is  to  find  a  room  somewhere  in  the  meetinghouse 
and  be  sure  that  there  is  a  lock,  with  key,  for  the  door. 
A  library  will  fail  if  "raids"  by  teachers  are  made  with- 
out the  supervision  of  the  librarian. 

Third— provide  your  library  room  with  storage  facil- 
ities. Don't  ask  your  bishop  for  a  large  sum  of  money 
to  provide  cabinets  and  filing  cases  to  begin  with.  First, 
prove  to  him  the  value  of  your  library  by  demonstrating 
for  a  few  weeks  its  help  to  teachers.  You  may  start  out 
with  nothing  more  than  an  orange  crate  for  filing  pic- 
tures. Then  build  your  facilities  from  there,  as  your 
teaching  aids  increase  in  both  number  and  use. 

Fourth— let  many  hands  participate  in  gathering 
materials  at  the  start.  Nothing  is  more  important  in 
starting  your  library  than  a  good  picture  file.  You  can 
build  one  in  one  night  by  inviting  a  mature  Sunday 
School  class  or  your  Sunday  School  faculty  to  a  work- 
shop-social.   Let  each  bring  an  armful  of   discarded 


Church  and  other  magazines  from  his  home.  Each 
should  also  bring  a  pair  of  scissors.  The  librarian  should 
provide  mounting  paper  and  paste.  Then,  under  the 
supervision  of  the  librarian,  the  group  begins  to  clip 
out  pictures  and  mount  them— one  picture  to  a  mount- 
ing. Notes  on  the  pictures  can  be  pasted  on  the  back 
of  the  mounting  and  a  system  of  classification  can  be 
set  up.  Such  an  occasion  will  give  you  a  beginning 
picture  file. 

Fifth— Classify  your  teaching  aids.  There  should  be 
a  system  of  classifying  your  library  teaching  aids.  There 
is  no  specified  system,  but  there  are  some  excellent 
suggestions  in  the  Teaching  Aids  and  Library  Guide- 
book, published  by  the  General  Board.  It  is  available 
at  the  Deseret  Book  Company,  50  cents  a  copy. 

Sixth— Devise  a  regular  system  for  getting  your 
teaching  aids  to  and  from  teachers.  Your  library  will 
never  succeed  if  you  stock  it  with  teaching  aids,  and 
then  merely  invite  teachers  to  avail  themselves  of  the 
aids.  This  sixth  step  is  the  most  important  one  in  the 
entire  creation  and  functioning  of  your  library.  The 
librarian  should  anticipate  lessons  coming  up  in  all 
departments.  She  should  get  the  aids  to  the  individual 
teacher  well  before  lesson  time.  There  should  be  a 
good  check-out  and  check-in  plan.  Some  plans  are 
outlined  in  detail  (along  with  suggested  forms)  in 
Teaching  Aids  and  Library  Guidebook. 

A  Sunday  School  library  has  been  defined  as  a 
"growing  collection  of  classified  teaching  aids,  whose 
use  is  continually  encouraged  and  supervised  by  an 
alert  librarian." 

If  your  Sunday  School  library  is  that,  there  is  no 
further  need  for  you  or  any  other  member  of  your 
faculty  to  be  a  "Robinson  Crusoe"  teacher. 


LIBRARY  PASTE 

'pOR  your  convenience  here  is  a  recipe  for  a  last- 
ing  adherent  paste  which  will  keep  well  in  a 
covered  jar  in  a  cool  place.  (Recipe  makes  1 
quart. ) 

1  cup  flour 

3  cups  water 

1  cup  sugar 

1  teaspoon  alum 

Mix  flour,  sugar  and  alum  thoroughly.  Add  a 
little  of  the  water  to  make  a  smooth  paste.  Add 
remainder  of  water  gradually.  Bring  to  boil  slow- 
ly —  place  over  water  and  cook  20  min.  Add  20 
drops  of  oil  of  cloves  or  oil  of  wintergreen. 

—Betty  Packard, 

Salt  Lake  Stake  Junior 
Sunday  School  Coordinator. 
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THIS  DAY 

s  day  brings  to  you  its  share  of  duties,  opportuni- 
ties, and  responsibilities.  The  spirit  in  which  you 
accept  the  work  and  activities  of  this  day  will  vitally 
affect  the  results.  Go  forward  with  large  confidence 
and  high  expectation.  Be  faithful  to  your  obligations, 
and  discharge  every  duty  with  promptitude  and  thor- 
oughness. 

Be  alert  to  the  fresh  opportunities  of  this  day,  and 
advance  your  highest  and  best  interests.  Stimulate 
your  mind  with  clear,  strong,  uplifting  ideas  of  what 
you  wish  to  accomplish,  and  realize  the  immense  powers 
and  resources  at  your  personal  command! 

Make  this  day  mark  a  distinct  and  important  advance 
in  your  progress  toward  a  great  life  ideal. 

—Grenville  Kleiser,  New  York. 


GANDHI'S  SECRET 


An  admirer  of  Mahatma  Gandhi  sought  to  discover 
the  secret  of  the  vast  power  and  influence  which 
resided  in  the  slight,  insignificant-looking  person  of  the 
great  Indian  leader.  He  found  his  answer  one  evening 
during  a  meeting  of  the  Lahore  Congress,  in  which 
Gandhi  was  one  of  the  leading  spirits. 

One  of  Gandhi's  enemies  had  risen  to  speak,  in  an 
effort  to  win  the  majority  of  the  members  from  their 
allegiance  to  his  adversary.   Gandhi  was  to  reply,  and 


then  the  vote  was  to  be  taken.  But  while  his  enemy 
was  still  speaking,  the  hour  for  Gandhi's  evening  prayer 
arrived.  Whereupon  Gandhi  slipped  from  his  place  on 
the  platform  and  made  his  way  to  his  private  tent  to 
perform  his  evening  devotions. 

In  the  hour  of  crisis  the  great  Indian  leader  harl 
turned  to  something  he  deemed  far  more  important 
than  replying  to  an  adversary.  Therein  lay  the  secret 
of  his  power.  —Adrian  Anderson. 
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Use  Scripture  Memorisation 

id  |our  leaching 


^TTHE  Gospel  is  the  revealed  word  of  God.  Any  Sunday 
School  teacher  who  believes  this  statement  will  in- 
clude scripture  teaching  in  his  class  work.  His  explana- 
tions, discussions  and  comments  are  his  own  opinions 
or  those  of  some  other  writer.  That  is  not  enough.  Our 
students  must  be  acquainted  with  the  fountain  head 
of  the  Gospel  itself.  That  source  is  the  word  of  God  as 
recorded  by  prophets,  modern  and  ancient. 

A  knowledge  of  the  Gospel  means  a  knowledge  of 
the  Standard  Works  of  the  Church.  Exaltation  is  not 
dependent  upon  what  other  men  say,  think  or  write. 
We  are  exalted  by  our  own  knowledge,  thinking, 
studying  and  works. 

The  art  of  teaching  is  to  stimulate  thinking,  to  pro- 
mote research,  to  inspire  study  and,  greatest  of  all,  to 
live  better  lives.  A  thorough  understanding  of  the 
Bible,  the  Book  of  Mormon,  Doctrine  and  Covenants, 
and  the  Pearl  of  Great  Price  for  every  interested  adult 
should  be  the  ultimate  goal  of  each  Sunday  School 
faculty. 

Rote  Memorization  Adds  Little 

Rote  memorization  and  thoughtless  repetition  add 
little  to  either  sacred  services  or  personal  growth.  This 
does  not  mean  that  we  depreciate  exact  memorization 
of  selected  scripture.  Every  principle  of  the  Gospel  is 
founded  upon  scripture.  The  proof  of  Mormon  doctrine 
is  written  clearly  in  our  Standard  Works  for  all  who 
read  it  carefully  with  prayerful  hearts.  We  cannot  know 
that  doctrine  fully  unless  we  know  the  scripture  wherein 
it  is  written.  We  cannot  teach  that  doctrine,  either  to 
our  children  or  our  neighbors,  unless  we  can  relate  the 
words  of  revelation.  We  cannot  defend  that  doctrine 
unless  we  can  quote  its  foundation. 

For  example,  where  are  we  told: 

That  Jesus  created  the  earth?1 
That  Adam  held  the  priesthood?2 
That  Abraham  was  fore-ordained  to  be  a 
"ruler"  on  this  earth?3 

It  is  well  to  emphasize  the  necessity  of  knowing  not 
only  the  scripture  but  its  exact  location.  Sometimes  we 
dismiss  references  as  trivial,  but  they  are  far  from  it. 
The  reference  locates  each  quotation  for  easy  access  and 
enables  it  to  be  placed  quickly  into  full  context.    Its 


Vohn  1:3. 

*Moses  6:7. 

J Abraham  3:23. 


Hebrews  5:4. 
^Matthew  3:16. 
*2  Nephi  2:25. 


By  Howard  S.  McDonald  and  Delmar  Oviatt* 

origin  and  its  time  is  often  implied.    Too  often  we  are 
careless  about  references. 

For  example,  do  all  of  us  know  where  and/ or  when: 
We  were  warned  about  the  authority  of  the 

priesthood,  "And  no  man  taketh  this  honour  unto 

himself,  but  he  that  is  called  of  God,  as  was 

Aaron"?4* 

Baptism  by  immersion  was  established  by  the 

scripture,  "And  Jesus,  when  he  was  baptized, 

went  up  straightway  out  of  the  water"?5 

A  great  philosophy  of  life  was  pronounced  by 

this  verse:  ".  .  .  And  men  are,  that  they  might 

have  joy'?6 

These  are  basic  quotations  we  have  all  heard  and 
probably  used  many  times.  Can  you  name  the  exact 
location  of  each?  If  not,  perhaps  you  will  commit  them 
to  memory  when  you  find  them  in  the  footnotes  at  the 
bottom  of  this  page.  These  references  are  used  only  as 
illustrations.  There  are  hundreds  of  other  passages 
just  as  important  dealing  with  various  principles  of  the 
Gospel. 

Know  the  Standard  Works 

The  teacher  who  encourages  scripture  memorization 
must  use  scripture  effectively  in  each  lesson.  He  must 
know  the  Standard  Works  of  the  Church  thoroughly. 
He  must  illustrate  points  by  direct  quotations  aptly 
chosen.  He  must  commit  to  memory  scriptural  refer- 
ences that  are  important  to  the  topics  he  presents.  He 
must  learn  to  recite  effectively  and  to  pause  long 
enough  to  enjoy  the  beauty  of  God's  written  message. 

Every  page,  every  chapter,  nearly  every  verse  has 
a  beauty  of  expression  and  thought  that  increases  as 
we  examine  it  over  and  over. 

Observe  "Or  ever  the  silver  cord  be  loosed,  or  the 
golden  bowl  be  broken,  or  the  pitcher  be  broken  at 
the  fountain,  or  the  wheel  broken  at  the  cistern. 

"Then  shall  the  dust  return  to  the  earth  as  it  was: 
and  the  spirit  shall  return  unto  God  who  gave  it." 
(Ecclesiastes  12:6,  7.) 

Where  in  all  the  literature  of  the  English  tongue  is 
death  discussed  in  terms  so  beautiful? 

You  must  love  the  word  of  the  Lord  if  you  are  to 
teach  it  with  effect.  You  must  dedicate  many  hours 
each  week  to  the  service  of  our  Heavenly  Father  if  you 

"Howard  S.  McDonald  is  president  of  Los  Angeles  City  and  State  Col- 
leges, and  Delmar  Oviatt  is  dean  of  the  School  of  Education,  Los  Angeles 
State  College. 
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hope  to  appear  before  a  class,  time  after  time,  with  a 
message  that  will  inspire  and  uplift. 

Scripture  can  be  used  effectively  even  in  the  junior 
classes.  Children  love  to  imitate.  They  love  the  sound 
of  beautiful  words.  They  love  to  explore  new  language 
patterns.  To  them  God  and  Jesus  can  be  realities  as 
vivid  and  as  appealing  as  to  any  adult.  They  can 
accept  without  reservation  the  concept  that  their 
Heavenly  Father  speaks  to  them  through  the  scriptures 
on  a  personal  level.  Likewise  they  can  be  bored  and 
confused  by  memorization  of  scripture  that  has  no  real 
meaning  or  message  for  them. 

Suggestions  To  Help  Make  Scriptures  Appealing 

In  this  brief  space  we  can  only  touch  on  some  of 
the  suggestions  that  might  help  make  scripture  more 
appealing  to  children,  such  as: 

1.  Remember  the  abilities  and  attention  span  of  the 
members  of  your  class.  Perhaps  only  a  single  line  is 
sufficient  if  it  emphasizes  the  point,  "And  God  called 
the  light  Day,  and  the  darkness  he  called  Night." 
(Genesis  1:5.) 

2.  Make  the  meaning  clear  to  class  members.  ".  .  . 
Suffer  the  little  children  to  come  unto  me,  .  .  ."  may 
have  no  meaning  or  possibly  negative  meaning  to 
children  who  know  the  word  "suffer"  to  mean  physical 
pain  or  punishment.  (Mark  10:14.)  Emphasize  the 
meaning  before  the  memorization. 

3.  Have  a  purpose  to  memory  work.  Mere  repeti- 
tion will  not  guarantee  learning.  Many  an  adult  has 
carried  a  pocket  watch  for  years,  consulting  it  many 
times  each  day,  yet  cannot  on  the  spur  of  the  moment 
tell  you  whether  it  has  the  numeral  "6"  on  its  dial.  He 
has  actually  seen  it  thousands  of  times,  yet  has  never 
examined  it  with  that  purpose  in  mind.  So  with  chil- 
dren, memorization  must  have  a  purpose  that  is  real 
and  important  to  children. 

4.  Present  the  verse  to  be  learned  in  interesting 
ways.  Memory  work  need  not  be  confined  to  oral 
reading  and  repetition.  It  may  be  associated  with  a 
picture  from  your  picture  file.  It  may  be  printed  in 
bold  letters  on  a  banner,  perhaps  with  vivid  colored 
ink  or  crayon. 


5.  Provide  opportunity  for  the  children  to  use  the 
memorized  verse.  Our  best  Junior  Sunday  School 
rooms  are  arranged  and  equipped  so  that  children 
may  move  and  speak  easily.  A  public  address  system 
having  a  low  microphone  solidly  mounted  with  volume 
that  can  be  controlled  easily  by  an  adult,  will  give  ex- 
cellent opportunity  for  children  to  be  heard  as  they 
speak  or  recite  to  their  little  assembly. 

6.  Select  passages  with  vivid  concepts.  ".  .  .  He  saw 
the  Spirit  of  God  descending  like  a  dove,  and  lighting 
upon  him"  is  an  example  of  a  word  picture  that  children 
will  long  remember.  (Matthew  3:16.) 

7.  Memorize  by  wholes  rather  than  by  parts.  Mem- 
orizing line  by  line,  or  phrase  by  phrase  is  less  efficient 
than  by  entire  thoughts  or  concepts.  "Neither  do  men 
light  a  candle,  and  put  it  under  a  bushel,  but  on  a 
candlestick;  and  it  giveth  light  unto  all  that  are  in  the 
house"  is  probably  best  learned  as  a  single  unit  rather 
than  as  isolated  phrases  to  be  tacked  together  later. 
(Matthew  5:15.) 

8.  Give  added  attention  to  difficult  spots,  particu- 
larly if  they  involve  new  and  difficult  meanings  or  pro- 
nunciation. In  cur  recent  sacrament  gem,  "whosoever 
liveth  and  believeth"  was  a  genuine  "tongue-twister" 
that  needed  plenty  of  added  practice. 

9.  Provide  opportunity  for  frequent  and  repeated 
drill  after  the  first  memorization.  A  low  blackboard  in 
the  classroom  will  give  some  children  an  opportunity  to 
rewrite  the  verse  which  may  help  to  hold  it  in  their 
minds.  The  first  review  should  be  done  within  a  few 
hours.  Mimeographed  or  carbon  copies  for  each  child 
will  give  him  a  reference  from  which  he  may  practice 
with  his  parents  at  home  immediately  after  Sunday 
School.  He  should  practice  again  possibly  on  Sunday 
evening  and  then  several  times  during  the  week.  Dis- 
tributed drill  is  important. 

Added  incentives  may  be  occasionally  used.  The 
best  incentive,  however,  for  study  is  to  be  found  in 
the  material  itself.  The  scriptures  of  our  Lord  are 
treasure  chests  beyond  compare.  We  must  know  them 
and  enjoy  them  ourselves  before  we  can  unlock  them 
for  others. 


CONGRESSMAN  AT  PRAYER 

Tt  is  not  generally  known,  but  for  a  dozen  years  or 
more  certain  Congressmen,  cognizant  of  a  Higher 
Power,  have  taken  time  out  of  their  busy  lives  and 
assembled  once  a  week  for  prayer  and  devotions.  The 
Senate  members  meet  on  Wednesdays,  and  the  House 
of  Representatives  on  Thursdays.  The  list  of  those  at- 
tending the  prayer  meeting  is  secret. 

A  columnist  once  wanted  to  print  a  complimentary 
account  on  the  prayer  groups,  but  the  chairman  ob- 
jected. He  said  he  feared  it  would  kill  the  spirit  of  the 
meetings  because  some  would  want  to  join  the  group 
for  publicity  reasons,  which  might  cause  the  sincere 
and  serious  ones  to  feel  it  was  becoming  a  publicity 
stunt  instead  of  a  spiritual  help.     —Sunshine  Magazine. 


THE  PRIESTHOOD 

HPhe  Priesthood  is  the  government  of  God; 

His  power  today  as  yesterday's  the  same. 
Our  Lord  and  Savior  when  on  earth  He  trod 

Called  men  to  labor  in  His  holy  name. 
The  Priesthood  can  revive  the  sick  and  heal, 

And  on  occasion  it  has  raised  the  dead. 
It  can  attend  the  marriage  vow  and  seal 

Eternal  promise  when  two  lives  are  wed. 
The  Priesthood  can  officiate  and  bind 

Dear  kindred  into  family  units  whole, 
And  it  can  lead  and  guide  and  bless  mankind, 

Incite  them  toward  faith's  e'er  gladd'ning  goal! 
The  Priesthood  can  announce  the  soul's  rebirth 

Into  our  Savior's  kingdom  here  on  earth! 

— M.  I.  Hodapp. 


HPhe  education  of  the  soul  for  eter- 
nity should  begin  and  be  carried 
on  at  the  fireside. 

—Baxter. 


XJumility  is  a  virtue  all  preach,  few  Coreow  for  having  done  amiss 

practice,  and  yet  everybody  is  fruitless  if  it  issue  not  in  doing 

content  to  hear.  so  no  more. 

—Selden.  —George  Home. 
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Junior  Sunday  School 


Photo  by  Leland  VanWagoner. 


Catching  the  interest  of  these  children,  the  chorister  shows  them  something  that  helps  them  in  understanding  .and  remembering  a 


song. 


They  Delight  to  Worship  in  Song 

By  Edith  Nash 


Oealizing  the  powerful  appeal  that 
music  has  for  children,  the  Jun- 
ior Sunday  School  chorister  quickly 
recognizes  her  opportunity  to  teach 
the  principles  and  build  apprecia- 
tion of  the  Gospel. 

After  asking  the  Lord  to  help  her, 
she  begins  her  preparation.  She  be- 
comes thoroughly  familiar  with  the 
words  and  music,  often  humming 
the  song  to  herself  during  the  day. 
When  the  song  has  been  thoroughly 
learned,  the  chorister  becomes  alert 
for  stimulating  ways  to  capture  a 
child's  interest  when  it  is  first  pre- 
sented. This  is  important  because 
interest  means  eager  learning  and 
good  thinking. 

°These  are  Kindergarten  students  from  the  class 
of  Jean  Casdosph,  Bryan  Second  Ward,  Sugar 
House  Stake.  They  are:  (1.  to  r.)  Linda  Fink, 
Peter  Wright,  Sharnee  Hendrick,  Billy  Woodall 
and  Jane  Brazier. 


Pictures  Can  Make  Introduction 

Picture  packets  accompany  the 
manuals  for  Junior  Sunday  School. 
Many  of  these  pictures  would  make 
a  colorful  introduction  for  songs 
such  as  "Ere  You  Left  Your  Room 
This  Morning,"  from  The  Children 
Sing,  No.  118.  Children  like  to  ob- 
serve and  discuss  pictures. 

Hymns  about  the  sacrament 
could  be  impressively  introduced  by 
telling  the  story  of  "The  Last  Sup- 
per" as  given  in  Growing  Spiritually, 
Part  I,  page  197,  the  manual  for 
Course  No.  2.  In  addition,  the  chor- 
ister could  show  the  children  the 
beautiful  picture  of  Christ  and  His 
disciples  at  "The  Last  Supper," 
which  is  found  in  the  picture  packets 
as  No.  168.  Another  way  to  tell  this 


story  would  be  to  place  cutouts  on 
a  flannelboard  as  each  part  of  the 
story  is  briefly  told. 

The  Instructor  for  August,  1952, 
page  241,  has  in  it  a  story  called 
"Jacob's  Sacred  Promise  to  God."  It 
tells  of  a  beautiful  dream  Jacob  had 
and  of  precious  promises  God  made 
to  him.  In  his  gratitude  Jacob  prom- 
ised to  give  the  Lord  one  tenth  of 

all  he  received.  What  stpry  could 
be  more  fitting  than  this  to  intro- 
duce the  song,  "My  Tithing  Gives 
Me  Happiness"?  Many  short  stories 
telling  of  the  struggles  of  the  pio- 
neers would  be  a  good  way  in  which 
to  teach  children  songs  of  gratitude 
for  the  blessings  they  receive  from 
their  kind  Heavenly  Father.  With 
such  a  story  to  provide  a  suitable 
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background,  these  songs  would  have 
deeper  meaning. 

€atch  ChUd's  Interest 

When  a  child's  interest  is  caught 
and  stimulated  by  something  to  look 
at  or  to  hear,  he  wants  to  listen  and 
to  learn.  As  a  chorister  explains  the 
meaning  of  difficult  words  and 
phrases,  his  interest  deepens;  and 
he  memorizes  the  song  because  it 
is  meaningful. 

How  much  more  will  a  child 
"love"  a  hymn  if  he  understands  it! 
How  much  nearer  will  he  feel  to  his 
Heavenly  Father  if  he  has  a  clear 
mental  picture  of  Him!  The  more 
he  sings  of  tithing  and  prayer,  the 
greater  will  be  his  faith.  Through 
songs  such  as  these  a  child  learns  to 
worship.  Through  songs  the  secure 
and  the  timid  participate  with  the 
group  and  share  rich  spiritual  ex- 
periences. Through  song  the  child 
learns  to  express  his  feelings  of  joy 
and  gratitude  to  the  Lord.  Learn- 
ing to  express  these  feelings  implants 
the  beginning  of  a  testimony  within 
and  a  love  for  the  Gospel. 

Hymn  teaching  of  this  nature  will 
build  congregations  who  delight  to 
worship  in  song.  Songs  well  taught 
will  remain  with  children  for  all 
time.  The  message  of  peace,  hope, 
faith  and  of  thanksgiving  will  stand 
them  in  good  stead  as  trials  are 
faced  in  the  path  of  life.  Yes,  a 
song  is  one  of  the  richest  ways  of 
teaching  the  Gospel.  How  better 
can  we  impress  upon  children  Gos- 
pel teachings? 

Hymns  were  born  of  pioneer  her- 
itage, of  hardships,  disappointment, 
discouragement  and  of  joy.  Singing 
strengthened  the  pioneers.  It  will  do 
so  for  all  Saints  both  young  and  old. 


PRIMARY 


Sister    Shoft 


r 


*-  Add  water 
to  2/3  full 
and  mix. 


(3) 


Place  wood  strip 
or  V2  "  dowel  and  hold 
until  firm    (3  to  5  min.  ) 


(5) 


PHKVWWiy 

Sictoo&m 


(4) 


Completed  stand  and 


Card  with  matching 
motto  to  hang  on 
classroom  door. 


class  motto  card 
Stands  with  mottos  or  pictures  are  helpful  to  children  when  seeking  rooms  and  teachers. 


N 


Next  Month's  Article 

ext  month's  article  will  be  "Pic- 
tures Teach"  by  Beth  Hooper. 

Sacrament  Gem 

While  of  these  emblems  we  partake, 
In  Jesus'  name  and  for  His  sake, 
Let  us  remember  and  be  sure 

Our  hearts  and  hands  are  clean 
and  pure. 

«     «     « 

Idea  Exchange 

Help  Them  Find  Their  Way 

TATe  found  at  the  beginning  of  this 

year  when  the  children  were 

advanced,  that  they  were  having  a 


rather  hard  time  remembering 
which  class  was  their  particular  one. 
So  we  made  these  stands  with  dif- 
ferent mottos  to  assist  the  children 
in  locating  their  row  and  teacher. 
Similar  cards  were  made  to  hang  on 
the  classroom  door.  In  this  way,  we 
could  tell  at  a  glance  just  where  our 
Kindergarten  and  Primary  depart- 
ments were.  This  also  helped  our 
ward  members  and  our  stake  board 
workers  in  locating  teachers  and 
classes.  On  the  reverse  side  of  the 
door  cards,  we  had  all  of  the  boys' 
and  girls'  names  typed  alphabet- 
ically. , 

Some  of  the  mottos  we  used  were : 

The  Sun  ( As  shown  on  the  illus- 

strated  copy) 
Robin 
Bee 
Tulip 
Daisy 
Tree 
Butterfly 
Pansy 
Rose 

By  using  these  particular  mottos, 
we  could  also  use  the  cards  in  con- 
nection with  our  singing,  having  the 


children  stand  when  the  word  they 
represented  was  sung.  They  were 
very  enthusiastic  about  this  and  our 
song  practice  also  improved.  I  am 
sure  there  are  many  other  ways 
these  stands  could  be  put  to  use,  but 
mainly  they  were  wonderful  for  lo- 
cating teachers  and  children  at  a 
moments  notice  at  a  time  of  the  year 
when  the  help  was  needed. 

—Highland  (Utah)  Stake. 

Suggestions  for  Use: 

This  will  be  found  helpful  to  both 
students  and  teachers  of  the  Junior 
Sunday  School  courses  when  they 
change  to  their  new  courses  of  study 
after  the  first  of  the  year. 


Questions  from  the  Field 
Stories  During  Devotional  Period? 

Question:  In  one  of  our  wards,  we 
have  a  Junior  Sunday  School  co- 
ordinator who  is  especially  talented 
in  storytelling  with  the  use  of  the 
flannelboard.  She  has  some  lovely 
little  stories  she  likes  to  share  with 
the  children.  She  has  asked  if  it 
would  be  out  of  line  once  during  the 
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month  to   take  the  2/2-minute  talk 

time  to  give  a  story. 

Answer:  The  devotional  period  of 
Junior  Sunday  School  should  be 
carried  out  as  outlined  on  the  su- 
perintendent's memo  page  which 
does  not  provide  time  for  teach- 
ing material  to  be  presented. 
Under  the  circumstances  you  have 
described,  I  see  no  reason  why 
one  of  the  short  inspirational  talks 
of  the  month  could  not  be  given 
over  to  the  teacher.  Of  course, 
caution  should  be  observed  in 
keeping  the  story  within  the  time 
allotted. 

The  devotional  period  program 
has  as  its  distinct  purpose  wor- 
ship on  the  Sabbath  and  partak- 
ing of  the  sacrament;  teaching  the 
Gospel  is  the  assignment  of  the 
class  period.  There,  storytelling 
will  have  its  greatest  role. 

—Eva  May  Green. 


Junior  Sunday  School 

Song  of  the  Month 

for  December 

Carol  of  the  Shepherds 

"Carol  of  the  Shepherds,"  The 
Children  Sing,  No.  157. 

17"eeping  in  mind  that  in  Junior 
Sunday  School  we  stress  the 
spiritual  aspect  of  Christmas,  we 
have  suggested  this  song  for  De- 
cember. "Carol  of  the  Shepherds" 
will  also  help  enrich  the  lessons  on 
the  birth  of  the  Savior  in  the  class 
manuals.  In  the  picture  packets  are 
colored  pictures  of  the  Christ  child 
in  the  manger. 

This  Bohemian  folk  song  shows 
joyousness  with  its  dance  -  like 
rhythm.  This  seems  in  keeping  with 
the  happiness  that  must  have  been 
felt  by  many  at  that  time  when  it 
was  known  that  the  Christ  child  had 
been  born.  Many  of  the  words  are 
sung  on  two  notes.  This  will  be  a 
goal  for  the  children  to  attempt  to 
achieve.  Some  of  the  children  will 
need  to  have  the  meaning  of 
"manger"  explained  to  them.  Other 
words  such  as  "dismayed,"  "lowly," 
"behold"  and  "enfold"  will  also  need 
brief,  clear  explanations. 

Because  of  the  youthfulness  of 
our  Junior  Sunday  School  children 
we  should  teach  one  verse  only.  The 
teacher,  however,  should  sing  the 
second  verse  to  them  so  they  might 
hear  the  complete  story  of  the  song. 

—Edith  Nash. 


Enrichment  Material 
Snoopy,  the  Pup 

Jimmy  was  so  excited,  his  cousin 
John  and  his  Aunt  Marie  had  in- 
vited him  to  go  for  a  ride  in  the 
country. 

When  John  and  Aunt  Marie  came 
to  call  for  him  guess  what  they  had 
in  the  car  with  them?  Another  boy? 
No.  A  picnic  lunch?  Yes,  but  some- 
thing else  too,  it  was  alive.  A  kitten? 
No.  It  was  a  little  puppy.  The  little 
dog  was  white  with  reddish  brown 
spots  on  his  back  and  red  freckles 
on  his  nose.  He  had  long  droopy 
ears  and  big  brown  eyes. 

Jimmy  said,  "What's  the  puppy's 
name?  All  this  time  we  have  just 
been  calling  him  puppy." 

"We  haven't  found  a  good  name 
for  him  yet.  We  just  got  him  this 
morning,"  said  John.  "Will  you  help 
me  think  of  a  name  for  him?" 

So  as  they  were  riding  along,  the 
boys  kept  talking  about  names  for 
the  puppy;  but  they  couldn't  seem 
to  find  a  name  that  fit  him  just  right. 

Aunt  Marie  drove  down  a  shady 
lane  and  stopped  the  car  under  a 
big  tree. 

"I  think  that  it  is  time  to  eat  our 
lunch,"  she  said. 

"Me  too,"  said  Jimmy. 

"Me  too,"  said  John. 

When  the  car  stopped  the  puppy 
woke  up  and  was  ready  to  romp  and 
play  again.  The  boys  lifted  him 
out  of  the  car,  and  they  were  all 
happy  to  run  and  play  in  the  warm 
sunshine. 

John  sat  down  on  the  ground  for 
a  minute,  and  the  puppy  ran  to 
him.  He  stuck  his  little  nose  way 
deep  in  John's  pocket  trying  to  find 
out  what  was  in  it.  Then  he  ran 
quickly  over  to  a  hole  in  the  ground 
and  stood  by  it  barking.  Then  he 
put  his  nose  down  in  the  hole  and 
sniffed  around  it.  When  he  walked 
away  a  little  brown*  head  peeked  out 
of  the  hole.  It  was  a  little  gopher 
and  the  puppy  had  seen  him.  The 
puppy  ran  quickly  back  to  the  hole, 
but  the  little  brown  head  disap- 
peared fast  as  could  be,  and  the 
puppy  just  stood  by  the  hole  and 
barked  and  barked.  The  boys  and 
Aunt  Marie  laughed  at  him  because 
he  was  so  tiny.  They  thought  that 
he  must  be  trying  to  get  the  gopher 
to  come  out  of  his  hole  and  play 
with  him. 

Aunt  Marie  called  to  them  and 
said  that  they  could  set  up  the  fold- 
ing table  for  her  so  they  could  eat. 
The    boys    helped    with   the    table, 


and  then  they  fed  the  puppy  some 
milk  and  puppy  biscuits  before  they 
had  their  own  lunch.  They  gave  the 
puppy  a  bone  to  be  chewing  on 
while  they  ate.  He  was  such  a  good 
puppy  that  he  just  sat  close  to  their 
feet  and  waited  for  them  to  come 
and  play  with  him  again.  When  they 
were  through  eating,  they  helped 
Aunt  Marie  pack  away  the  table  and 
the  food  that  was  left,  and  then  they 
went  to  play  again. 

The  puppy  stood  under  the  big 
tree  and  barked  very  loud.  This 
time  he  was  inviting  a  bird  down  to 
play  with  him.  The  little  bird  just 
sat  in  the  tree  for  a  minute  looking  at 
the  puppy.  Then  he  flew  away  and 
left  the  puppy  still  barking  and 
wondering  where  the  bird  had  gone 
so  fast. 

Then  Aunt  Marie  took  the  boys  to 
visit  a  farmer  and  his  family.  They 
had  such  fun  walking  through  the 
fields  to  see  and  pick  the  fruit  and 
vegetables.  But  every  place  they 
went  the  puppy  was  right  with  them 
sniffing  everything  and  barking  at 
anything  that  moved,  whether  it  was 
an  animal  or  an  autumn  leaf  blow- 
ing along  the  ground. 

When  it  was  time  to  start  home,, 
they  lifted  a  tired,  little  puppy  into 
the  car  and  waved  good-by  to  the 
farmer  and  his  family  and  thanked 
them  for  the  fruit  and  vegetables 
they  had  been  allowed  to  pick.  Even 
though  the  puppy  was  tired  he 
barked  his  good-by  to  the  family  as 
the  car  pulled  out  of  the  yard.  Then, 
instead  of  going  to  sleep,  he  started 
sniffing  around  all  of  the  sacks  of 
food.  He  sniffed  in  the  boys'  pockets 
again,  and  John  said,  "Well  Jimmy 
have  you  thought  of  a  good  name 
for  my  puppy  yet?" 

"Yes  I  have,"  said  Jimmy.  "He  has 
to  investigate  so  much  'and  sniff 
everything,  I  think  we  should  call 
him  'Snoopy.'" 

They  all  laughed  at  that  name,  but 
do  you  know  that  they  decided  that 
was  a  good  name  for  him. 

After  the  puppy  had  settled  down 
to  sleep  again,  the  boys  and  Aunt 
Marie  talked  about  the  many  beauti- 
ful things  that  they  had  seen  that 
day. 

When  they  arrived  home,  Jimmy 
thanked  Aunt  Marie  and  John  for 
the  wonderful  day  he  had  spent  with 
them. 

John  said,  "Thank  you  for  finding 
such  a  good  name  for  my  puppy. 
Please  come  over  soon  and  play 
with  Snoopy  and  me." 

—Claribel  W.  Aldous. 
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A  Quick  Way  To  Trace  Your  Authority 


By  Archibald  F.  Bennett 

Oriesthood  is  the  authority  to  act  with  power  in  the 

name  of  God  in  preaching  the  Gospel  and  admin- 
istering its  ordinances.  The  Prophet  Joseph  Smith  said, 
"The  Melchizedek  High  Priesthood  was  no  other  than 
the  Priesthood  of  the  Son  of  God;  that  there  are  certain 
ordinances  which  belong  to  the  Priesthood,  from  which 
flow  certain  results  .  .  .  All  are  to  preach  the  Gospel, 
by  the  power  and  influence  of  the  Holy  Ghost."1 

A  Priesthood  bearer,  he  further  explained,  is  "an 
administrator  legally  authorized  from  God  .  .  .  All  the 
ordinances,  systems,  and  administrations  on  the  earth 
are  of  no  use  to  the  children  of  men,  unless  they  are 
ordained  and  authorized  of  God;  for  nothing  will  save 
a  man  but  a  legal  administrator;  for  none  others  will 
be  acknowledged  either  by  God  or  angels."2 

Most  male  members  of  the  Church  are,  if  worthy, 
entitled  by  their  ancestral  inheritance  to  be  given  the 
priesthood  "which  she,  Zion,  has  a  right  to  by  lineage."3 
It  is  worth  more  to  you  than  any  other  possession,  and 
your  right  to  bear  it  "hath  continued  through  the 
lineage  of  your  fathers— For  ye  are  lawful  heirs,  accord- 
ing to  the  flesh,  .  .  ."4 

Priesthood  is  bestowed  by  appointment  and  by  the 
laying  on  of  hands  of  those  who  are  in  authority.  In 
ancient  times,  it  was  a  sacred  practice  to  keep  a  care- 
ful record  of  one's  line  of  ordination  back  to  the  divine 
source  of  that  power.  The  patriarchal  order  of  the 
priesthood  came  down  anciently  by  lineage  and  ordina- 
tion.5 The  line  of  ordination  of  Moses  to  the  Mel- 
chizedek Priesthood  is  given  in  detail  back  to  Esaias, 
who  received  it  from  God.  He  was  also  blessed  of 
Abraham.6  Abraham's  line  of  authority  is  traced  back 
to  Adam.7 

In  the 'Church  today  every  priesthood  bearer  should 
similarly  know  and  have  on  record  in  his  Book  of 
Remembrance  his  line  of  priesthood  ordination.  One 
simple  and  approved  method  of  doing  this  is  to  secure 
the  date  of  your  highest  ordination  and  the  name  of 
the  person  who  ordained  you.    Then  obtain  the  name 

^Teachings  of  the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith,  page  112. 

^Teachings  of  the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith,  page  274. 

3Doctrine  and  Covenants  113:8. 

*Doctrine  and  Covenants  86:8,  9. 

5Doctrine  and  Covenants  107:41-53. 

6Doctrine  and  Covenants  84:6-13. 

'Doctrine  and  Covenants  84:14-16. 


of  the  individual  who  ordained  that  person  to  the 
highest  priesthood  office  he  held  when  he  ordained 
you  and  the  date  of  his  ordination.  Continue  on  back 
in  the  same  manner  until  your  line  of  ordination  is 
traced  to  the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith  and  Oliver  Cow- 
dery.  They  were  ordained  to  the  Melchizedek  Priest- 
hood by  the  Apostles  Peter,  James  and  John  who  were 
ordained  by  the  Savior. 

The  charts  prepared  and  reproduced  herewith  make 
this  tracing  very  much  easier. 

For  instance,  to  trace  the  line  of  authority  of  Presi- 
dent David  O.  McKay,  we  note  from  the  chart  he  was 
ordained  an  Apostle,  9  Apr.  1906,  by  President  Joseph 

F.  Smith  ( No.  26  among  the  Apostles ) .  The  latter  was 
ordained  an  apostle,  1  July  1866,  by  Brigham  Young 
(No.  3).  President  Brigham  Young  was  ordained  an 
Apostle,  14  Feb.  1835,  by  the  Three  Witnesses,  Oliver 
Cowdery,  David  Whitmer  and  Martin  Harris,  who  were 

empowered  to  do  this  under  the  hands  of  the  First   . k 

Presidency,  Joseph  Smith,  Sidney  Rigdon  and  Frederick  [_  y 

G.  Williams,  who  also  blessed  the  apostles  and  con-        * 
firmed  the  ordinations. 

President  Stephen  L  Richards  was  ordained  an 
Apostle,  17  Jan.  1917,  by  President  Joseph  F.  Smith. 
From  this  point  on  his  line  of  authority  is  the  same  as 
that  of  President  McKay. 

President  J.  Reuben  Clark,  Jr.  was  ordained  an 
Apostle,  11  Oct.  1934,  by  President  Heber  J.  Grant 
(No.  33).  President  Grant  was  ordained  an  apostle, 
16  Oct.  1882,  by  President  George  Q.  Cannon  (No. 
25).  President  Cannon  was  ordained  an  apostle,  26 
Aug.  1860,  by  President  Brigham  Young  (No.  3).  His 
line  has  already  been  traced. 

Suppose  you  are  an  elder  and  may  have  been  or- 
dained by  a  high  priest.  This  high  priest  may  have  been 
ordained  by  one  of  the  apostles  named  on  the  chart. 
From  him,  by  use  of  the  chart,  your  line  is  quickly 
traced. 

It  is  well,  in  addition  to  the  required  names  and 
dates,  to  secure  the  portraits  of  the  men  who  occur  in 
your  line  of  ordination.  Better  still,  enter  in  your  Book 
of  Remembrance  a  brief  and  interesting  life  sketch  of 
each  one  in  your  chain  of  authority. 


THhe  mother's  heart  is  the  child's 
schoolroom.  When  God  thought 
of  Mother,  He  must  have  smiled 
with  satisfaction  and  framed  it 
quickly  —  so  rich,  so  deep,  so  divine, 
so  full  of  soul,  power  and  beauty  was 
the  conception. 

—Henry  Ward  Beecher. 


,rpHE  task  and  triumph  of  religion  is 
to  make  men  and  nations  true 
and  just  and  upright  in  all  their  deal- 
ings, and  to  bring  all  law  as  well  as 
all  conduct  into  subjection  and  con- 
formity to  the  law  of  God. 

-H.  J.  Van  Dyke. 


T/"eep  one  thing  forever  in  view  — 
the  truth;  and  if  you  do  this, 
though  it  may  seem  to  lead  you 
away  from  the  opinions  of  men,  it 
will  assuredly  conduct  you  to  the 
throne  of  God. 

—Horace  Mann. 
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MEASURING  WORM  ON  FLOWER 
There  was  quick  adjustment. 

Zhis  titlh*  Worm 
Stayed  Mlive 

HPhis  story  begins  with  a  worm.    It  is  known  as  the 

measuring  worm.  Actually  it  is  not  a  worm,  but  a 
caterpillar.  And  it  is  not  one  particular  caterpillar,  but 
a  family  of  them  —  generally  green  or  brown  caterpillars 
that  become  moths  with  long,  slender  bodies  and  broad, 
delicate  wings. 

The  measuring  worm  gets  its  name  from  the  way  it 
moves.  It  brings  its  hind  feet  up  to  its  forefeet,  forming 
a  loop.  Then  the  worm  pushes  its  front  feet  out  again, 
and  the  process  is  repeated,  as  if  measuring  as  it  moves. 

The  measuring  worm  is  a  remarkable  little  fellow 
in  many  ways.  You  may  find  him  stretched  out  from 
a  tree  branch  as  if  he  were  a  motionless  twig.  It  is  said 
that  he  can  hold  his  body  rigidly  balanced  that  way  for 
hours.  The  stunt  protects  him  from  birds  and  others 
enemies.  Another  measuring  worm  may  turn  his  body 
to  look  like  an  empty  shell.  Even  more  striking  is  the 
way  a  measuring  worm  adjusts  to  his  surroundings 
when  looping  over  a  creamy  white  yarrow  flower  or  a 
bright  yellow  black-eyed  Susan.  The  worm  bites  off 
pieces  of  petals.  Then  he  pastes  the  flower  bits  to  his 
back.  On  a  yarrow,  he  looks  like  a  tot  in  white  ruffles, 
hidden  in  his  bed  of  petals.  He  is  dashingly  clothed  on 
a  black-eyed  Susan,  but  you  or  a  hungry  songbird  would 
be  hard  pat  to  find  him  there. 

I  remember  from  a  school  history  book  a  •British 
general  who  could  have  averted  a  major  defeat  had 
he  thoughtfully  watched  a  measuring  worm.  He  was 
Edward  Braddock.  He  led  two  regiments  of  British 
regulars  against  France's  Fort  Duquesne,  in  early 
America's  wilderness.  The  French  and  Indian  War 
was  just  getting  started.    Braddock  had  proved  himself 


a  leader  of  valor  on  the  battlefields  of  Europe.  His 
well-armed  columns  attacking  the  French  fort  were 
supported  by  Virginia  militiamen  under  a  23-year-old 
colonel  named  George  Washington.  Three  hundred 
axemen  hacked  a  path  through  the  forest  for  the  troops. 

Washington  reminded  Braddock  that  he  was  in  the 
New  World,  where  Indians  did  not  fight  like  Europeans. 
But  Braddock's  men  continued  to  advance  in  columns, 
their  red  coats  shining  out  in  the  forest  green.  Eight 
miles  from  Fort  Duquesne,  a  hidden  musket  barked  out 
from  the  woods.  Others  joined.  Bullets  poured  into 
their  bright  red  targets.  The  Virginians  quickly  ad- 
justed to  frontier  fighting.  But  Braddock  stubbornly 
refused  to  permit  his  regulars  to  break  ranks.  He  suf- 
fered a  crushing  defeat  before  the  French  and  Indians, 
who  were  outnumbered  about  five  to  one.  Braddock 
himself  died  from  a  battle  wound. 

Events  can  be  cruel  to  those  who  do  not  adjust 
to  them. 

A  friend  of  mine  married  a  charming  girl  from  the 
East.  They  made  their  home  in  the  Rockies.  But  they 
did  not  remain  many  years.  The  mountains  bothered 
her.  While  others  admired  them,  she  thought  they 
seemed  to  be  closing  in  on  her.  The  family  moved 
East.    She  was  another  loser  to  change. 

Life  is  a  spinning  series  of  change.  A  stranger 
yesterday  is  an  associate  today.  A  wife  today  is  a 
widow  tomorrow.  A  horse  powers  a  plow  for  centuries. 
Then  comes  an  engine. 

To  accept  change,  to  adjust  to  it  without  yielding 
principle,  has  long  been  a  virtue.  People  often  become 
old,  not  through  the  increasing  years  or  the  gathering 
snows  on  their  heads,  but  through  failure  to  attune  to 
change. 

An  all-wise  Heavenly  Father  has  recognized  change. 
He  continues  in  this  age  to  reveal  His  word  in  the 
light  of  new  events.  That  is  one  of  the  great  strengths 
of  the  Restored  Gospel. 

The  little  measuring  worm  seems  to  know  the  power 
of  adjusting.  So  do  effective  Sunday  School  teachers 
and  many  other  successful  people. 

Consider  James  Webb  Young.  He  quit  school  after 
the  fifth  grade  and  retired  with  a  fortune  at  42.  An 
advertising  executive,  he  proved  a  master  at  meeting 
change.  He  moved,  at  least  for  half  of  each  year,  to  a 
New  Mexico  ranch.  There  he  grew  Golden  Delicious 
apples.  He  sold  thousands  of  bushels  of  them  by  mail 
order.  One  year,  shortly  before  harvest,  his  orchards 
were  struck  by  hail  storm.  Nearly  every  apple  was 
pocked.  That  was  a  quick  change.  Jim  Young  pon- 
dered returning  the  thousands  of  orders  already  in. 
He  considered  filling  the  orders  and  taking  the  chance 
of  dissatisfied  customers.  Then  he  "began  pasting 
petals  on  his  back."  He  decided  to  fill  the  orders.  But 
every  pack  carried  this  little  card: 

"Note  the  hail  marks  which  have  caused  minor 
skin  blemishes  on  some  of  the  apples.  These  are  proof 
of  their  growth  at  a  high  mountain  altitude,  where  the 
sudden  chills  from  hail  storm  help  firm  the  flesh  and 
develop  the  natural  fruit  sugars  which  give  the  apples 
their  incomparable  flavor." 

He  received  not  a  complaint.  He  did  receive  repeat 
orders  for  "hail-pocked  apples,  if  available." 

Jim  Young  adjusted. 

So  did  the  silent  little  measuring  worm  looping  over 
a  black-eyed  Susan.  With  pieces  of  petals  and  a  turn 
of  his  body,  he  literally  made  his  new  surroundings  part 
of  himself.  Too,  he  protected  himself  from  the  enemy. 
He  stayed  alive  —  because,  happily,  he  was  alive  to 
change. 

—Wendell  J.  Ashton. 


